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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday 7th May at 19.30 Park Street Village Hall
Present: 17 members including committee
1. Chairpersons Introduction
Joy welcomed everyone to the AGM.
2. Apologies 
Tina Canning. Clare & Graham Wilson, Sam Cottingham, Steve Hobbs, Ann & John Mitchell, Cllr Nuala Webb, Cllr Terrie Smith, Dee Youngs, Barbara Vernon, Fran Smith, Cllr Ajanta Hilton, Cllr Richard Curthoys, Zoe Patrick, Kate Swindells, Christine Lambert.
3.Approval of 2024 Minutes
Proposed:   Pam Miller    Seconded: Dennis Cowen
4. Chairperson’s report.
Tonight, PSRA would like to thank our road agents for their hard work in delivering Park Street News throughout the village, and a thank you to all our supporters.
I would also like to add my personal thanks to the committee- Secretary Chris Matson, Treasurer Sanjeev Dave, Publicity Neil Hughes and members Lucille Hurley, Pam Miller, Zoe Patrick and Eva Nagy.
We were pleased to be able to switch on the Christmas Lights in December at How Wood shops thanks to Hilary & Martin Beattie stepping in and supplying the electricity for the lights. It is our biggest outlay coming in at just under £2,000 this did include a new power supply box at Kraft Stationery and replacing some of the lights no longer working. It is a lovely community event popular in the village and supported by the local shops and schools. Kraft have won a Parish Council award for their contribution to the community.
Our Christmas Cracker Concert in December to a packed village hall is now an established event.
Our charitable events included the Macmillan Coffee Morning in September kindly hosted at the Baptist Church and raising £376.00 A donation of £200 was made to the Parish Pickers to support their endeavours to keep the area litter free.
The Young at Heart group at the village hall is always well attended by at least 30 people. Thanks to Pam Miller, Barbara & Alan Vernon, Pat Holland and Pat Staples for their help with refreshments. The next meeting in May is a Quiz and our June meeting will commemorate our war veterans. Together with Bricket Wood Historical Society and Jacqui & Bruce Banfield-Taylor from Park Street Historical Society we will be recording memories of WW2 including one lady who remembers a bomb exploding on greenhouses on Orchard Drive.
I sit on two committees with SEGRO one regarding the future of the lakes and another to press for section 106 monies to support Park Street.
Next year sees the 60th anniversary of PSRA and we would love to hear your views about how we should celebrate.
I would now like to introduce Sanjeev Dave our Treasurer.
5. Treasurers Report
The bank receipts - £9,327
Expenses - £7,137
Excess £2,190
Both subscriptions and income from Advertisers was higher than the previous year. We had excess costs for the Christmas Lights and Magazines. We are running at the same level as last year. The bank balance is £16,208.
6. En -Block vote for re election of Chair Joy Mendelsohn, Secretary Chris Matson, Treasurer Sanjeev Dave
Proposed: Pam Miller               Seconded: David Brown
7. Election of Honorary Auditors for a further year – Ian La Riviere & David Prince
Proposed: Patricia Jennings        Seconded: Sian Goodwin
Honorary President: Dee Youngs has been endorsed by the committee for a further year
8. AOB
Q. Dennis Cowan asked about the Locality budget and why the committee were not involved in the process as it seems that nothing is being spent in Park Street.  
A.  Joy said we are no longer asked to participate in the meetings with Parish and HCC, but she keeps asking for things to be done. Update: List obtained from David Parry of what the Locality Budget for 25/26 is being spent on. Copy forwarded to Dennis Cowen.
Dennis Cowen from Parish Pickers said they now had a large operation and support from both Parish and SADC. They have collected over 3,000 bags of rubbish 5 tons from the 3 villages. Council has agreed to put up signs on lampposts in some areas. They have also created a badge for volunteers which is a map of the world which says, “think globally, act locally”.
As there was no further AOB Joy handed over to our Guest speakers Andrew Gardiner & Lee Wood from the Ver Valley Society: - 
80% of the chalk streams are in the Southeast of the country. With the River Ver rain falling on the Dunstable Downs replenishes the Aquifer (an underground reservoir of groundwater that can be accessed through wells or springs consisting of permeable materials like sand gravel or silt)
Chalk rivers are naturally Alkaline, and the perfect Alkaline water is 10-12 degrees which is good for the habitat of Invertebrates, Flora and Fauna.
The Sewage Treatment Works at Markygate cannot cope with high ground water entering the system. Filtration tanks full of green Algae, high ground water and mixed with sewage leaks into the River Ver. Some 3,490 hours up to Dec 24 and 2,800 hours of leakage has occurred so far this year. The Environment Agency do inspections and our local MP’S have written to them to ask what they are doing about it.
The Ver Valley Society regularly test the river Ver for E. coli and have recently found 20,000 colonies of E. coli per 100 millilitres of water and Nitrates from Agricultural Fertiliser at River Hill Flamstead which is 20 times worse than the poorest bathing water quality. Part of the river below Flamstead is dead.
In Verulamium Park the river has brown Algae which forms on the bottom of slow-moving parts of the river. In hot weather small pieces can break off and float to the surface and is often mistaken for sewage. An elevated walkway has been built for people to walk on and enjoy the river. A St Albans City Scheme plans to make the lake narrower to improve the flow of the river.
At Park Street the river is healthy with many Invertebrates and needs 70% sunlight. The river bailiffs notify landowners and go in and trim back the canopy of trees and remove invasive species including Himalayan Balsam. They will arrange for Japanese Knotweed and Giant Hogweed to be chemically treated. They ask if any spotted by residents to notify the Ver Valley Society so that it can be dealt with. They also need more volunteers.
Comments:  Kim Scrivener asked whether the diversion of the river Ver by Affinity Water at Park Mill some years ago ought to be changed back so the river follows the old course. They agreed that it maybe should.
As there were no further questions/comments the Chair closed the meeting and invited everyone to have some refreshments
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