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Easter Treasure Hunt @the Rec
April 5th  10.00am - 12.00pm



JW&Co has been
excellent when helping
us move to a rented flat
in St Albans. Everyone
we have dealt with has
been professional and
friendly and answered
any questions clearly
and quickly. Would

definitely use again in
the future.

Very serious, responsive,
fair and overall excellent

agency to deal with.

I heard about JW&Co by word of
mouth the office is on the little high
street in How Wood, it's really part
of the community, so they were a

natural choice.
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ST STEPHEN PARISH COUNCIL
B ricket Wood, Chiswell Green and Park Street
THE PARISH CENTRE   STATION ROAD   BRICKET WOOD   
ST ALBANS   HERTS   AL2 3PJ

www.ststephenparishcouncil.gov.uk

Spaces range from a sports hall that 
can accommodate more than 300 
people, to smaller halls and outdoor 
sports and leisure facilities.
p p

Whatever you’re planning, 
our two spacious centres can  
provide an ideal setting. 

PARTIES,  
MEETINGS,  
WEDDING  
RECEPTIONS…

Greenwood Park, in Chiswell Green, and the Parish Centre, in Bricket 
Wood, offer free car parking, wifi, tables and chairs, and a kitchen.

Enquiries/booking: Centres Manager,  
Email: bookings@ststephenparishcouncil.gov.uk    Tel: 01727 874867 
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We have lived through unprecedented times and I hope that when you read 
this magazine, there is a glimmer of light.

The Community have really pulled together in so many ways during the last 
difficult year. Thank you for supporting us and your neighbours.

In spite of high winds, PSRA managed to raise £550 for MacMillan from 
our cake sale on The Rec. last September; we had more safety barriers 
installed on Park Street Lane by the railway bridge; we laid a wreath at The 
War Memorial; in December we switched on our Christmas Lights at How 

Wood shops and we held our first “Best Decorated House And Front Garden Competition”. We 
invite families to our “Great Easter Treasure Hunt” on April 5th. (see below) and we hope to hold 
our Well-being day again at Park Street Village Hall in September, dependent on current guidelines. 

Our foodbank continues to support local families and individuals (see next page).

This year I am afraid that the PSRA AGM on Wednesday, April 21st. (7.30pm) will have to be via 
zoom. Please join us at psra.org.uk/agm where you can follow the link.

Unfortunately, you will have to provide your own cheese and wine!  

Thank you to our representatives who diligently deliver Park Street News. Obviously, due to present 
restrictions, we will NOT be collecting subs but please pay online. (details below)

Keep well and continue the great community spirit!

STANDING ORDER FORM FOR BANK 
PLEASE PAY:  Barclays Bank  Account No. 40688762     Sort code 207409

You can pay us via PayPal using the email address membership@psra.org.uk, 

or via our website, with PayPal or by credit card at https://psra.org.uk/join-psra/

Welcome from the Chair - Joy Mendelsohn

Park Street News is delivered by PSRA road agents and Park Street Neighbourhood Watch,working 
together.    Please send donations of £3.50 or more (including £1.00 to PSNW). 
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   by Steve Preece

A few years ago I became aware of the problem and opportunity that the 

American Signal Crayfish present locally in the River Ver.

With its source being in Kensworth, the River Ver is a rare chalk stream running 
through Park Street.

Over the years the river has become infested with the non-native American 
Signal Crayfish, pushing the native White Clawed Crayfish to the point of 
extinction. I have, to date, never seen a White clawed one in the Ver!

The American Crayfish are much larger than our native species, causing issues 
by burrowing into river banks, but also carrying a disease that wipes out the 
native crayfish. However, these American Crayfish are edible and with an Environment Agency permit are 
legal to trap in the UK. The permits are easy to obtain and are free. You just need to have the correct traps 
and permission from the landowner of the river bank you wish to use to trap crayfish. They provide tags to 
attach to the traps.

I have 3 crayfish traps which through the summer months are in constant use catching these invasive American 
Crayfish. The catches can be quite large at times but normally average around 15 Crayfish.

Note: Once an American Crayfish is caught it is illegal to put it back in the 
river! Once caught they need to be purged for a few hours in a bucket of clean 
water. Once purged, then into a pan of boiling water for a few minutes.  The 
meat comes from the tail and the claws, although shelling the crayfish is a bit 
of a chore! You also need to de-vein the crayfish but this is easily done (same as 
de-veining a prawn). Once cooked the crayfish can be eaten with salads, added 
to fish pies or…. One of my favourites is to pan fry with some Chorizo sausage.

I guess trapping the crayfish is better than letting them run totally unchecked in 
the River Ver. The supply never seems to run out and they provide an unusual 
free food source!

BRICKET WOOD SOCIAL CLUB
Oak Avenue, Bricket Wood, AL2 3LQ (CIU MEMBERSHIP)

 

 

– NEW MEMBERS WELCOME –
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The PSRA food bank continues to support grateful local families 
and individuals (see picture left) with a weekly bag of staples, 
treats and toiletries. Thanks to your generous support donations 
are well in excess of £2500. 
We have also received £300 from St Albans District Council and a 
£1200 grant from Herts. County Council. Wenzel’s Bakery, The St 
Albans foodbank (Trussell Trust) and Sopwell Community Trust 
also augment the weekly shop.
At Christmas time Holy Trinity 
Church and The Abbey Flyer Users 
Group (see Edna right) generously 
donated gifts to our families.
Thank you to Raj at Twinsco who 
hosts our food bank donation box 

and regularly donates to us.
Many of the mums have joined a WhatsApp group where I can 
keep up to date with what is needed each week. We also share 
recipe ideas!

Our Justgiving page is still live; justgiving.com/crowdfunding/

psrafood if you would like to donate.
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NEM 197470

Park Street Plumbing & Heating
Complete Installations by Qualified Engineers

We specialise in:

foforrfofoooooooffffff rrrrrrff– for friendly, expert advice contact Steve Innes– fofforor frffririeieieneendndldldlylly,y,, exexpxpxpeperertrt ice contadadvddvivicicicecce e coccoontntatacactct St InnesSteteveveve e InInnnnenesees– foforor friendlyfrfrriieennddllyff yyf tttttttttttt aaaaaaxxxxxx cccceeeeeeee nnnnnnnnnnnn dddd iiii vvlllldldl rrrrrrrrrrrr eeex eeepp,, nnnnnnnnnnnn pp dddd yyffffff oooooooyyyyyy aarrt v nntxx a tttt vvdeeee eeee ooiiii pppppp ccccxx vv nnnnnnnnnnnn yy pppppp nnnn rrrr ccccccccccccdd ddaafrfrrr eeee eeeeyy tttttttttttt dvdvdldlii iillfrfririeienendndldlyly,y, exexpxpeperertrt aadvdvivicicece coconontnta IIttttttttttttaaaaaa SSSSSScc eetete nnnnnnnnnnnncccct vveee InInInInInInnnnnttteaa v nna tttt vveeteteSStcc vv nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnccccccaa eeeetttttt tttttt IIIIInInSSSSSStaactct StSteteveveve InInnnnesseeesseesseeneses

Mobile: 07774 234294   Office: 01923 261361   Email: shotsx@yahoo.co.uk

Established 1976   Corgi Registered

www.cthcycles.co.uk 

Bicycle Service & 
Repair Centre! 
Specialists in the service &           
repair of all cycle makes: 

Mountain~Road~Triathlon~Leisure                     
Commuter~E-bikes 

 

We sell: Haibike, Raleigh, Diamondback, Lapierre & E-bikes 
Parts & accessories available 

 

 FREE PARKING! 
 

01923 674555       
97 Old Watford Road, Bricket Wood, St Albans AL2 3UN 318 Watford Road, Chiswell Green. AL2 3DP
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A new application to redevelop the 
unused, derelict land behind Burston 
Garden Centre is now live on the 
Council’s website.

In line with the draft Neighbourhood 
Plan, the goal remains to deliver a 
retirement village that will allow 
residents to maintain their independence 
and quality of life whilst accessing the 
care and support they need.

The scheme will be complimentary to the 
continued operation of Burston Garden 
Centre, which is likely to be a popular 
destination for residents! Responding 
to feedback from the planners, the new 
scheme is of a lower density, with more 
green spaces and tree planting.

However, the path to securing planning 
consent and the delivery of these much-
needed homes remains uncertain.

The planning system exists to guide 
development in the public interest, so if 
you think the scheme is a good idea it 
is far more likely to happen if you voice 
your support to the council.

If you would like any further information 
about the scheme or have any questions,  
please contact Steve Rickard 
burston@castleoak.co.uk  If you’d like 
to show your support, you can send a 
letter or email to the council quoting 
the application reference (5/2020/3022) 
or comment directly via the council’s 
website.
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Radsouth Electronics
of Bricket Wood est 15 years

For expert advice and service call Phil -

Electronics Repairs — Installation — Setting-up

Tel: 01923 677133
Mob: 07826 928210
phil@radsouth.com

Television Video Satellite Home Cinema

Audio Radio Lighting Stage DJ & PA

Computer Broadband Telephones Remote Controls

Sound and lighting hire for events, discos, conferences, parties

      Do they need a new lease of life? 
Are your carpets looking tired? 

Utilising dry extraction cleaning technology,     
locally based Crown Carpet Care offers: 

A deep and penetrating clean 

A rejuvenation of the look and feel of your       
carpets 

Longer lasting results 

Leaving your carpets dry and ready to use  

Call or mail Mark to arrange a visit and quotation 

Mobile: 07542 935525  email: crowncarpetcare@ntlworld.com 

rown 
arpet 
are  

Domestic and Residential enquires welcome 

Classes held in Christ Church Vision Hall (Radlett)
Mount Pleasant Lane Primary School (Bricket Wood)

Greenwood Park Leisure Centre (Chiswell Green), Marlborough School (St. Albans) and Berrygrove School (Watford)
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Constructing a Neighbourhood Plan is not the 
work of moments, rather a long, laborious and 
sometimes frustrating marathon. Those working 
on the St Stephen Parish Plan, the origins of which 
stretch back to early 2015, will certainly testify 
to such. Along the way many external bodies and 
organisations were consulted, numerous sites 
visited, research and data-gathering and myriad 
other tasks performed by the Plan’s Steering Group 
and the topic-specific Working Groups, made up 
from local volunteer residents. 

We are nearing the end, with a major step, the 
Plan’s advancement - the Regulation 14 Public 
Consultation – now safely navigated.

Conducted through October and November 2020, 
it attracted over 80 responses from residents. 
Furthermore, over 40 residents joined in the Parish’s 
zoom presentation in December, to learn more 
about the Plan and its objectives.

As a result of the input and comments received, 
the Plan’s Steering Group, together with the Parish’s 
external consultant, have subsequently reviewed the 
public feedback and, where relevant, made changes, 
making the Plan even more robust and relevant to 
the needs of the local community. 

The next hurdle to be negotiated is its submission 
to St Albans City and District Council for its review 
and input. Once it has conducted its review (which 
possibly may result in a request for some additional 
tweaks to the Plan) it will then arrange a second 
Public Consultation. COVID-related constraints 
permitting, it is hoped this will take place in this 
spring or early summer.

As residents will no doubt be aware, St Albans City 
and District Council has encountered problems 
with the progression of its own Local Plan, which 
has now had to go back to the drawing board. As 
a consequence, and for purely technical reasons, 
the Site Allocations touted for potential housing 
development in the Parish’s Neighbourhood Plan 
have had to be omitted. This does not prevent ‘our’ 
Plan from going forward.

Housing, and specifically affordable housing, is one 
of the core elements of the St Stephen Plan.  Other 
areas- the environment and green spaces, transport-
related issues, community facilities and the local 
economy remain in the Plan. All merited equal 
attention.

There was overwhelming support for the Plan in 
responses and comments in the Public Consultation. 
In particular, the protection of green spaces and 
woodland areas within the Parish, concern over 
maintaining public footpaths, bridleways and 
public rights of way, rivers and ponds, and the 
River Ver Walk in particular. Protecting habitats 
and increasing biodiversity across the Parish 
are also key concerns, with residents wanting to 
safeguard Hanstead Wood for public access as well 
as supporting more tree planting to help counter the 
effects of climate change. 

Pleas for a much more robust public transport 
infrastructure are also prominent, with other 
traffic-related concerns such as vehicle volumes, 
problematic road junctions, detouring commercial 
vehicles, parking at local shopping areas and the 
importance of adequate off-street parking for new 
developments all attracting much comment

There was a general acceptance of the need to 
provide adequate play and leisure facilities for 
younger people of the Parish. The importance 
of suitable retirement housing, to enable older 
residents to downsize within the area, freeing up 
larger dwellings for families, gained much support. 
There were numerous mentions of the need for an 
increase in care home accommodation. 

Concerning the local economy, there is an 
acknowledgement of the need for local shops, 
services and employment, but concerns regarding 
the growth and/or establishment of non-retail 
business activities in the Parish, in particular the size 
and location of such developments impacting on 
residential areas. The necessity of effective and state-
of-the-art broadband connectivity is highlighted by 
a great many responders.

So, what happens next? Following the District 
Council public consultation, the Plan will approach 
its final two phases; firstly, it being placed in 
the hands of a specialist external Examiner for 
comment, before reaching its final stage, the Public 
Referendum, with residents voting – with a simple 
Yes or No – to accept the Plan and benefit from its 
influence on the Parish over the coming years. If 
all these steps proceed according to schedule this 
referendum should be on residents’ agendas in the 
autumn.
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 by Kim Scrivener 

The allotments were first flooded in June 

2020, then August, then October. We lost 

count as we have been flooded ever since then. 

A whole year’s produce has been lost – or at 

best greatly reduced. Our ability to access our 

plots has been severely compromised. Some 

plot-holders have not been able to access 

their plots for months. Our communal hut 

is damaged, but we cannot repair it until we 

know the flooding risk is reduced. As we 

could not use it anyway due to the pandemic, 

perhaps that is a moot point for now. 

I am Chairman of the Allotment Association, 

and since August 2020, supported by my 

Committee, I have been engaged in a battle to 

save our allotments. It is fortunate that I am 

able to work part-time from home otherwise 

I would not have been able to give the time. 

And so much time!

Our allotment has not flooded since February 

2014-one flood that if memory serves, 

disappeared pretty quickly. We certainly 

have never experienced repeat floods, and 

we are not like Cottonmill Allotments 

who frequently experience flooding. One 

of our committee members has lived in 

Burydell Lane for 20 years and remembers 

bad flooding on the allotment just after she 

moved in. So what is going on?

I have literally lost count of the number of 

‘phone conversations with organisations and 

individuals and zoom and site meetings.  I 

have talked to Environment Agency, Affinity 

Water, Gorhambury Estate (the owner of the 

land we are on), St Albans District Council 

(SADC – our landlords), Herts County 

Council, our local Park Street councillors, 

the Ver Valley Society and our smallholding 

neighbour Ross Parker. Our local MP Daisy 

Cooper has visited the site and is actively 

involved in discussions. We had a site meeting 

on 6 September for plotholders, and keep 

them up to date via email and our website. 

So what exactly have we learned?

The issue is not going to be solved quickly 

because it is complicated by the different 

legal responsibilities of the various bodies 

mentioned above. What this means is that 

essentially we are at the mercy of large bodies 

and there is a limit as to what we can legally 

do. Only the SADC can actually carry out 

any substantive work to improve drainage on 

site – and they have to have permission from 

HCC to do that. And of course the landowner 

has to consent. And that is even before we 

get on to the issue of what has caused the 

flooding and how to address that.

There are many theories as to what is causing 

the flooding. We know that below the A414 

the water pours down through the fields and 

then pools next to the allotments. Probably 

the most important fact is the very high level 

of the River Ver. The Ver Valley Society say 

that the river has not been this high since 2001 

when the site was under water for weeks. We 

have had a lot of rain, as pointed out by both 

Environment Agency and Affinity Water. 

These are natural factors over which there is 

no control. What is also true however is that 

the River Ver has not been properly cleared 

for a long time – opinions differ as to how 

long. There are disagreements between the 

Environment Agency and the landowners as 

to whose responsibility it is. So the river does 

not get cleared unless there is an emergency. 

Another factor is the work that Affinity 

Water have been doing to improve the river. 
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The Hedges Farm project was completed in 

January 2020 – it may be a coincidence that 

these floods only occurred after that point. 

Affinity Water have written 3 reports since 

June 2020 disputing that their project caused 

the flooding and have yet to carry out the 

recommendations.

 We are at the beginning of a new growing 

season, and the site is still flooding, although 

it does drain. After the October flood, we 

improved the drainage situation on an ad 

hoc basis, with the help and support of Ross 

Parker and the Gorhambury Estate, so that 

water is making its way to the cress beds/

river. This makeshift solution means that 

the water now drains away rather than just 

stagnating (which was what was happening 

after the October flood). The SADC are 

going to put in a permanent drainage system 

once consent has been obtained from HCC. 

Affinity Water and Ver Valley Society will be 

clearing that stretch of the river from A414 

right down to us later in the summer. The 

next few weeks will be challenging, but we are 

optimistic that with the Spring and warmer 

weather, the SADC works and the wider 

activities to improve the River, we will be able 

to grow produce again this year. And the fact 

that the River has only been this high twice in 

65 years (according to the Ver Valley Society) 

hopefully means that things will calm down.

In terms of the bigger picture, Daisy Cooper 

MP is co-ordinating efforts to work with 

local stakeholders, Environment Agency and 

Affinity Water to re-examine the River Ver 

project. This would include a review as to 

whether implementing the original scheme – 

which was supported by Gorhambury Estate, 

Ross Parker and the Ver Valley Society but 

rejected by local residents – would reduce 

the risk of flooding on our site. For those of 

you who don’t know, the original plan was to 

divert the river from a suitable point to join 

the watercress beds (its more natural course), 

leaving the mill leat (the technical term for 

the current river) intact but removing the 

weir (where the water flows through a sluice) 

near Park Mill. Just looking at where the 

water is coming down the fields from the 

top of Hedges Farm will tell you all you need 

to know about where the River Ver used to 

be – and thus it may be time to start that 

discussion again. 

What of course has made this difficult 

situation even harder is the pandemic. 

Allotments are vital community resources. 

They restore the body and mind, as well as 

provide food and community. We have been 

bereft of the wider aspect of our allotment, 

the social side, for almost the same length of 

time as the flooding. The cruelty of the timing 

of the August flood in particular, when plots 

that had benefited from far greater attention 

due to the pandemic were in full harvest 

mode, will never be forgotten. We really 

hope that this year of 2021 will be different, 

and that as things start to open up again, we 

will be able to host some kind of Open Day 

in the summer to which you will all be very 

welcome (regulations permitting!).
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Unless you are one of the Greats, life in the 
performing arts is a bewildering mixture 
of creating what you love and sustaining 
it while taking low paid temporary jobs.  

My loves are opera and plays which 
I produce, direct and design. I swing 
emotionally between the innocent 
enjoyment of creating something, and 
the reality of £ in the pocket, feeling tired 
trying to juggle, excited about a project, 
happy to see people in a rehearsal, 
absorbed by designing a set, entranced 
by learning something new. It’s a great 
deal harder than you think …for every 
production that makes its way to you on 
the stage, lines have been learnt, rehearsals 
scheduled, budgets have been drawn up, 
leaflets designed and printed, marketing 
and tickets are on the go and venues have 
been booked, costumes and props made, 
lighting and sounds created, sets built, 
painted, transported, erected and heaved 
into being…and heaved out again. 

The performing arts sector mainly 
survives on income from ticket sales, 
which, unless you strike it right, is barely 
enough.  Some are backed by arts council 

funds and/or generous philanthropy, 
but the majority of small to middling 
theatre venues and producers survive 
precariously on you out there supporting 
and wanting to come along.

In March, all theatre doors closed to 
coronavirus. World famous institutions, 
reputable fringe pub theatres, the 
commercial greats. All turned the key and 
sent their employees home. What followed 
was a wave of panic and bewilderment. 

The curtain came down on hundreds of 
shows and millions of pounds worth of 
ticket income stopped.  It wasn’t like a 
shop-you couldn’t just post your item 
out from the warehouse stock… instead 
dancers took their last pirouette, the fat 
lady didn’t sing, and lights went out …. 
And there was a hush … What followed 
was a strange mixture of disbelief, a 
mixture of the joy of a rest and a few weeks 
off and questions as to whether I would 
have a job, what was going to happen to 
the shows on sale and what was going to 
happen to the art of performing.  As the 
weeks turned into months, the unease in 
the air rose, and a wave of panic ensued as 
the theatre world started to try and make 
sense of what was happening.

Some organisations reflected on the 
situation, taking account of the interests 
of their employees as well as the bigger 
picture, but most just acted in what felt 
uncaring ways, though it may just have 
been in desperation for survival. What 
came tumbling out, despite government 
intervention, was a wave of heartache, 
redundancy and inequality. Just as the 
supermarket aisles were blitzed of food 
and the nation looked after number 1, 
the arts sector laid off anyone easy - zero-

   by Paula Chitty
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hour casuals and freelancers, and set 
redundancy in motion and unions into 
action. 

A few organisations did better and decided 
to hold fast and look after their employees 
fairly. However, for the most part, my 
colleagues across the sector- actors, 
singers, creatives, and those bumping 
along supported by their love of the sector 
in little low paid theatre land employment 
were heartbroken, outed and angry and 
barely employed or unemployed. 

Who would have thought as I write this 
now, nine months on, that the world 
would still be propped up and waiting to 
unlock the doors. Where does that leave 
the performing arts and creativity?

For me the performing arts is a special 
passion. It allows the bringing together 

of people and the delivery of important 
messages, because it holds a mirror up 
and allows us to reflect.

The great, the funded and commercial 
ventures, will undoubtedly survive as 
there will be someone out there to prevent 
them from falling. The rest of theatre? 
The small to middling venues- some will 
never re-open. The jobbing actor will 
have a bumpy ride on minimal furlough 
or universal credit.

But creativity did not go with the turn 
of the key. In a way, lockdown has made 
many people stop and reflect upon the 
world and our day to day lives. It has 
made us ask what it is to create and to 
perform, what society we have created, 
and what we miss.

Crown Reducing � Stump Grinding � Hedge Trimming � Dead Wooding
Felling and Dismantlement � Seasoned Firewood � Pollarding � Tree Reports

Fully Qualified & Insured Staff � Local Authority Approved Contractor

01727 743111
www.fircrofttreesurgeryltd.co.uk

FOR ALL ASPECTS OF PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGERY
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CARTERS DECORATORS
Any Job – Large or small

Reliable, Friendly and 
Trustworthy

Call me today for a free quote 
and advice

01727 768767 
07729 962 196 

franceshorgan69@gmail.com

Burt Carter – for all your  
decorating needs
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“echo” is an easy way for you to share your views and opinions about policing 
in Hertfordshire. 

There’s no sign-up or personal information needed, simply fill in your 
comments and press submit.  

You can use echo to tell us about the community you live in, what can be done 
to make the area better and what you think we should be focusing upon to 
make your community a safer and better to place to live and work. 

We believe it’s really important to develop our services by listening to you. 
Even if you haven’t had any experience of a service provided by us, we still 
want to hear from you. 

How can I send you my views, opinions or feedback? 

There are two ways in which you can provide your views, opinions or 
feedback: 

1. By completing our online form, which has just one question :- 

What priorities should we be focusing on 
where you live? 
Please type in your response below. We don't ask for any personal 
details but please be as specific as possible,                                     
such as the street where you live or the surrounding area. 

2. Sending an SMS text with the word 'echo' and your thoughts to 66099 

1.
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Tell us, in your own words, what matters most to you. For example, this could 
be the local priorities in your community that you think we should focus upon, 
or maybe you have received a service from us. Whatever matters most to you, 
we’re always listening. 

How long is the survey? 

There is only one question and you can tell us in your own words what matters 
most to you. You don’t have to include your name or identifying details in your 
text or website submission. 

What happens when I send you my views and opinions? 

We want to make sure that your voice is heard and listened to. 

The more feedback, views and opinions we receive, the better we can 
understand what matters most to you and your community, where services are 
working well for you or where we need to improve. 

Can I send images, videos or audio files?  

No, we cannot receive images, videos or audio files. 

Can I use WhatsApp or iMessage to send you my views and 
opinions? 

No. echo only accepts text messages or views and opinions submitted by 
the web page. 

How much will it cost to send you a text? 

Each text message you send into us will be charged at your standard network 
rate. For more information please contact your mobile network provider. Please 
seek the bill payer's permission. 

What information must I include when using echo 

1.
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Can I send you my views and opinions in my own native language? 

Yes, echo can translate 95 languages. 

I’ve recently called your control room and have received a text 
message asking for feedback. Is this legitimate? 

Yes. If you call our control room to report a crime, incident or in an 
emergency, you may receive a text message asking for feedback on the service 
we have provided to you. 

The number that we use to send the survey via text to you is +44 (0)7860 010 
801. 

There is no charge to you to receive our text messages. If you reply back to our 
survey, standard network charges may apply. 

If you agree to participate, you will be asked three short questions. You can opt 
out at any stage of any future text surveys when calling into the control room 
by replying to the text message with the word 'STOP'. 

You can view our privacy policy online. 

Can I use echo to report a crime, incident or ask for emergency 
assistance? 

No. If you or somebody else is in need of help or wish to report a new crime or 
incident please visit www.herts.police.uk/report, call 101 or in an emergency 
dial 999. 

How often can I send you my views and opinions? 

You can provide your views and opinions as little or as often as you like. We 
never ask for any personal information, unless of course, you wish to tell us. 

1.



PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st March - 31st August 202121www.psra.org.uk       

Park Street Barbers offers quality

haircuts at affordable prices.

Open
Mon - Sat 9am - 6pm

33 Park Street
St. Albans
AL2 2PE

For more information please visit us at www.parkstreetbarbers.com

Defibrillators are situated inside Park St. Village Hall 

and outside at The Pavilion on Park Street Recreation 

Ground, Greenwood Park Community Centre and

The Parish Centre, Bricket Wood.

If someone is having a cardiac arrest you should

1)   Call 999

2)   Start CPR

3)  Request a local defibrillator which, when switched 

on, provides clear instructions by talking you through 

what you need to do.

When out for a walk always take your mobile as there is 

an emergency number you can call if necessary.
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Computer Hardware and Software Repairs
No Fix – No Fee for all repairs

You have nothing to lose

phone Ken Hodson on: 01582 842854 and mobile: 07974 156743
email ken.hodson@connectfree.co.uk www.hodson.connectfree.co.uk

Friendly Advice
Training and Instruction

– available in Plain English

Friendly Advice
Training and Instruction

– available in Plain English

                       01582 794723 
email: enquiries @kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk    www.kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk

T: 01923 676161     F: 01923 676706     M: 07860 571100
Contact Michael
Contact Michael

At the

1 Old Watford Road, Bricket Wood

Servicing
Mechanical Repairs
MOTs
Paintwork Repairs

Estimates
Batteries

Tyres

For appointments or further information 
contact Kay on:
Tel: 07956 000747
Email: stephappypodiatry@outlook.com
Web: www.stephappypodiatry.co.ukKay Haigh BSc Hons, MCPod

HCPC registered Podiatrist
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A socially distanced committee laying a wreath at 
Park Street War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday

Xmas lights winner
The Cutmore family of Orchard Drive were the winners in our First Christmas Front Garden 
award and received a hamper filled with Christmas treats. 

PSRA sponsored two post boxes in the village.
A local family helped us to turn on the 
Christmas lights at How Wood shops
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This term at Park Street C of E 
Primary School may well have been 

different to the norm, but still the classrooms 
and playgrounds resound with the same laughter 
and happiness they did before Covid 19 existed. 
Our lovely learners are a testament to resilience 
as they have adapted to the changes put in place 
to ensure they can learn, love and grow in a safe 
environment.
On the first day of the academic year, a true awe 
and wonder moment occurred when 11 fluffy 
friends hatched in our resident chicken coop. 
Year 1 did a sterling job in raising the chicks in 
their classroom until they were old enough to fly 
the nest. Now, we are the proud 
owners of 4 feathered friends 
who are visited and cared for 
daily by our children.
We later discovered that we were 
a winner of the Super Sunflower 
Challenge that took place as a 
voluntary home-learning task 
over the summer. This culminated in sunflowers 
reaching the dazzling heights of 3.3 metres and 
resulted in Park Street winning district schools in 
bloom with a prize of compost and tools, which 
our children will lovingly use in gardening club.
Our classes have enjoyed spending Monday 
afternoons outside in our well-being woods; 
working on team-building skills to make dens, 
build campfires and toast marshmallows whilst 
enjoying a hot chocolate. Being amongst nature 
and in the company of each other, the children 
have reflected on the changes that have come 
about since March, discussing their feelings 
and asking thought-provoking questions, 
making sense of the how and why during these 
unprecedented times.
Our house captains were given an important 
role when visiting the cenotaph on Armistice 
Day. They read a prayer and had a moment of 
reflection before laying a wreath. We were proud 
of how well our ambassadors represented Park 
Street School with such a mature attitude.
A new event for the school, set by our governors, 
saw all our children immerse themselves in 

a Spelling Bee. The children learnt a set of 
differentiated words and had to spell them in 
written and verbal form. They really rose to the 
challenge and enjoyed the competition of it. 
Everyone got a prize for taking part and many 
children achieved super speller status. 
Following a successful bid to the woodland trust, 
we were pleased to receive 120 saplings from 
hazel trees to hedgerow favourites. Each class 
worked hard with our caretaker to plant each 
and every one of them. This activity helped our 
learners understand how we can contribute to a 
greater purpose and help our environment and 
ecosystem.

Shortly after, Year 4 and Year 5 enjoyed a virtual 
visit from the puffin author and illustrator of 
Frostheart 2; Escape from Aurora, Jamie Littler. 
These pupils were treated to a reading followed 
by a behind-the scenes look at his illustrations 
before recreating one of their favourite 
Frostheart characters in a fun draw along. They 
thoroughly enjoyed this wonderful opportunity 
and many have since purchased his books.
And finally Christmas arrived, in all its glory, and 
with much anticipation at Park Street School. 
The classrooms have been beautifully decorated 
and we have enjoyed many festive favourites 
including a pantomime (albeit virtually) a Santa 
dash, Christmas parties and a lovely Christmas 
worship from Holy Trinity Church.
It may have been a very different Autumn term 
to what we are accustomed to, as it will have 
been for everyone across the country, but the 
learning, the experiences and the opportunities 
have been just as exciting and fulfilling as ever.
With love and festive cheer from all at Park Street 
and wishing everyone health and happiness in 
the new year.
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When I was in primary school, I was constantly informed about what secondary school would 

be like, but considering the year I made my transition, barely any of it was true! We had to wear 

masks in hallways, we weren’t allowed lockers, and now we’re doing school from home! It was a 

change, but not in the way I expected. I didn’t even really get to finish year six. The truth is that 

things don’t always go the way you expect, but that isn’t always for the worst…

At primary it was always “They won’t go this easy on you at secondary school” and “Make the 

most of it here because you’ll wish you were back at primary when you do move schools”. In my 

honest opinion, secondary isn’t anything to be worried about. Don’t get me wrong, enjoy primary! 

But also look forward to secondary! It’ll be fun, I made lots of new friends and reconnected with 

some of my old ones! I think the lessons are also more interesting considering all the teachers 

are trained in the specific subject. Moving classrooms is nice as well because you get to stretch 

your legs between lessons. I much preferred real school to online. Hopefully, others won’t have 

to deal with that by the time they move to secondary school!

People buy me to eat, but never eat me.  What am I?
I can fly, but I have no wings.
I can cry, but I have no eyes.

Wherever I go darkness follows me.What am I?

A construction worker fell off a 100ft ladder but didn’t die. How is that possible?
What comes once in a minute, twice in a moment, but never in a thousand years?

by Niamh Patrick

For all your security needs call Roche Locks
for honest and impartial advice

Local family run business based in Park Street

We provide a 24-hour service 7 days a week

Tel: 01727 220752 or Mobile: 07976 374154 
www.rochelocks.co.uk

 No Call Out Charge
 UPVC Door Lock Specialists
 Wireless Alarms
 On site Key Cutting
 Safes Supplied and Installed

 Free Quotes & Security Surveys
 Lock Changes & Upgrades
 Digital Locks
 Emergency Entry/Lock Outs

Locksmiths & Security Specialists
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March
As we enter spring, it is time to give many 
deciduous shrubs a jolly good prune. Thinning 
out any old and dead wood will open the 
structure, increase air and light and ultimately 
give your shrub a healthier and bushier habit. 
Plants such as Buddleia, Lavatera, Sambucus, 
Roses and Philadelphus would all benefit. 

Obviously early flowering plants such as 
Forsythia and ornamental Cherry should be 
pruned after flowering. You should now apply 
a good slow-release fertiliser too. Soil around 
mature shrubs can get depleted of nutrients 
quite quickly, so a scattering of something 
like Q4 will aid them for the season’s, growth 
helping to keep them strong and healthy.

April
Hopefully by now the excessive rain we have 
experienced over the winter has ceased,making 
life a little easier in the garden. Lawns may well 
have been subjected to water-logging over the 
last few months so if dry enough, it’s a great 
opportunity to aerate the lawn and apply some 

lawn sand to aid in future drainage. Once this 
has been done we can think about re-seeding 
any areas that may have suffered over the 
last season. Moist conditions are perfect for 
slugs and snails so you will need to keep an 
eye out and start protecting those susceptible 
perennials like lupins and delphiniums which 
will be popping up about now. Beer traps are 
perfect and should not harm other wildlife 
either. If you are looking forward to growing 
some edibles this year, then now is the time to 
start sowing. Lettuce, peas and beans are all 
very easy to grow from seed. Tomatoes are best 
grown from young plants otherwise you will 
end up with loads of plants of the same variety 
if you grow them from seed.

May
Hopefully, we should be clear of frosts by the 
end of May so we can start to move some of 
our tender plants back outside. However, clear 
nights could give us a surprise frost so keep 
plants near to a door in-case they need to come 
back in over-night. We can now start to plant 
up our summer baskets and containers too. 
Remember to use fresh compost and fertiliser 
to ensure good health and vigour. This is 
also true for your edible crops in containers.  
Tomatoes may need to have some support now 
and remember to pinch out the side shoots to 
increase crop yields.  As it warms up it’s all too 
easy to forget about our birds. Make sure they 
still have a ready supply of feed and water. They 
are still very busy raising young so a quick 
snack and bath for the parents is essential. 

26

by Darren Major
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June
As we approach the longest day of the year, 
our garden plants will be going great guns 
but so will the weeds! Regular hoeing will 
help to keep them under control, so they 
do not take all the moisture and food away 
from our plants. Many of our bedding plants 
will be starting to produce flower by now, so 
remember to keep dead-heading to promote 
more flower production. Rhododendrons and 
Azalea that have finished flower will now need 
an application of sequested iron to boost their 
growth for the following season. For those 
growing edible crops, you should be starting to 
see some harvestable fruit. Strawberries, peas, 
radish and lettuce should be making their way 
to your plate by now. If so, then remember to 
re-sow as there is plenty of edibles that we can 
get several crops from. Lettuce and radish can 
be sown at least 3 times in a season, as long as 
you start in April. 

July
Nearly every garden contains a Photinia Red 
robin these days. Unfortunately, most are bare 
at the base, spotty- leaved and not as red as its 
name would suggest. This is usually down to a 
lack of pruning. A good prune in the spring is 
a must, as is the lighter prune now. By clipping 
just a few inches off each tip now, this will 
encourage another flush of fresh red growth 
ready for the winter. The younger, fresher 
growth is less susceptible to leaf spot so with 
this pruning regime your Photinia will be kept 
looking lovely. This month should be all about 

gentle clipping and shaping where needed (but 
not Grape Vines) and regular dead-heading. 
Keep the watering consistent too and try not 
to allow your plants to go from famine to feast. 
Regular weeding keeps this chore down to a 
minimum and stops the weeds from really 
getting their roots down. This will free up more 
of your time to sit down and enjoy your floral 
displays.

August
This is the month when we should be able to sit 
back and enjoy the garden to the max. However, 
there are still a few bits to keep an eye on. One 
of our drier months, it is really important to 
keep up the watering, especially for the summer 
baskets and containers as the plants will now 
be really big and flowery. The soil content in 
baskets can dry out in a morning, so on hot 
days a second watering may be necessary. If it 
is a really hot summer, then it may be worth 
raising the cutting height of your mower so as 
not to cut it too short. Grass can get stressed 
too in hot weather, so by allowing a few extra 
millimetres of growth thiscan be will reduced. 
Rockery plants, or alpines, may also want a little 
tidy to keep them order. Fast growing cover 
varieties can be chopped back now especially 
if they are covering their neighbours. Keeping 
space between your alpine plants allows them 
to perform unhindered giving the showiest 
results.

Photos by Connie Fitzgerald-Ryan
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Handley Page Ltd have delivered eight HP42 airliners to Imperial Airways. Four aircraft 
were designed to serve eastern routes to India and the other four aircraft were designed for 

western routes down through Africa.

The first Handley Page HP 42 airliner ‘Hannibal’ seen at Colney Street near Parkbury Lane 
railway bridge at Radlett Aerodrome in 1930.  

                                   

Can you imagine budget airlines adopting this interior!!!!   

 by Chris Scivyer 

Initially Imperial Airways operated it with two  
luxurious cabins seating 24 passengers, later 26

HP42 ‘Hannibal’ taking off from the grass. It was 
almost 90ft in length but able to be airborne in just 
360ft.       

We can make your house warm and your
bathroom beautiful! Most leading brands
available at good competitive prices.

We have over 20 years experience to advise
you in anyway possible.

So please pop in or just give us a call. We’ll
be more than happy to help.

Just ask for Dave or Mark.

Park Street
lumbing & Heating Supplies

Park Street Plumbing & Heating Supplies
Park Street, St Albans

Hertfordshire, AL2 2PX
Tel. 01727 872 371    Fax. 01727 875 268

Email: sales@psphs.co.uk   www.psphs.co.uk

We are a well established Family Business
We pride ourselves with our

personal service and customer care
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NHS

BRICKETWOOD PRACTICE
DENTISTRY
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           www.ststephensgardeningclub.co.uk
The Trading Hut in Drop Lane is open from 
February and will be under review at Easter. We 
will be using a “Pre - order and Collect” format to 
ensure that we are acting in the safest way.

Goods must be pre-ordered by 5pm on Thursdays 
to Graham_g_wilson@hotmail.com  

Orders will be acknowledged on Friday, together 
with the cost and a 15 minute time slot on 
Saturday between 2pm and 4pm for collection. 
On arrival at the hut, stay in your car and your 
order will be bought to you. Payment by cheque, 
or cash in an envelope. No change will be given.

Price lists can be seen on our website- www.
ststephensgardeningclub.co.uk

 Joining the Club will be possible at the Hut.

Sadly we are not able to hold our Garden visits 
and local talks this year.

I P B  G A R D E N S
&  L A W N  C A R E

L AW N  C A R E  P RO G R A M M E
With nearly 20 years of Greenkeeping 

experience, we have the extensive 

knowledge to create tailored programmes

designed to transform your lawn. 

Provide bespoke seasonal lawn feeds, 

weed control and other beneficial 

treatments to help your lawn thrive.

07545 333247

IBP@gardenandlawncare.co.uk

C O N TAC T U S  FO R  A F R E E  Q U OT E

P RO G R A M M E S  I N C LU D E :
• Aeration

• Scarification

• Top dressing

W E  C A N  O F F E R  A L L  
GA R D E N  M A I N T E N A N C E :
• Garden clearance

• Hedge cutting

• Tree pruning

• Weeding

• Leaf clearance

@IPBgardensandlawncare
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Covid-19 Information Update Issue 2 - Please share in 
your Community 

Hertfordshire is in a national lockdown along with the rest of England, with residents being told that 
we must stay at home. The vaccine offers us hope and a clear way out, but we are not there yet, 
residents must continue to play their part and follow rules.  
Keep on doing the basics 
Rapid COVID testing for key and essential workers in Hertfordshire 
Free rapid testing for anyone without coronavirus symptoms is now available across Hertfordshire 
and all key and essential workers who cannot work from home are encouraged to book a rapid test 
every few days to help ensure that essential services are as safe as possible.  
Around one in three people with coronavirus do not show symptoms, which means they 
could be spreading the virus to loved ones, co-workers and into the community without 
realising.  
To book a test, with results in 45 minutes go to www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/rapidtesting  
More centres have opened this week so please check the website. 
If you have symptoms of coronavirus you cannot have a rapid test – please book a standard 
PCR test 
COVID vaccinations - We can all play our part to assist the vaccination programme by: 

 waiting to be contacted by the NHS – you will be invited to an appointment when it is your turn. 
Remember the NHS will never ask you to pay for a COVID-19 vaccination 

 attending both of your booked appointments 
 continuing to follow all the guidance to control the spread of the virus 
 ensuring that you are registered with a GP who may contact you when it is your turn to receive 

the vaccine. 

Even after a second dose of the vaccination, in order to protect yourself, your family, friends and 
colleagues, you must still follow public health advice at work, at home and when you are out and 
about: practise social distancing, wear a face-covering, wash your hands carefully and frequently and 
follow the current guidance.  
To get support if you’re affected by coronavirus please contact HertsHelp. 

 help to get food, household essentials and medication 
 financial support and advice 
 services that can support you if you are feeling lonely or down 
 ways to improve your health and wellbeing  

Visit www.hertshelp.net   email info@hertshelp.net or call 0300 123 4044 

COVID-19 vaccine communication materials in community languages -   
NHS doctors, nurses and other staff have come forward to help reassure communities that COVID-19 
vaccines are safe, effective and have been independently tested to the highest standards. Clinicians 
have recorded messages in some of the most commonly spoken languages other than English, and 
they are available for you to use. Alongside the videos, there are leaflets and easy read guides, these 
can all be found here:Coronavirus vaccine information in other languages | A HealthierFuture 
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A New Lease of Life for Sunfolk
I met with Mark Walsh, event’s organiser for 
British Naturism, and Jon Williams, a director 
of BN at their new five-acre site at The Spinney, 
Hazel Rd, the former Sun Folk establishment 
founded in 1931. British Naturism bought 
the site last March as the Sun Folk Society had 
dwindling numbers and were close to collapse. 
This new acquisition added to their ninety-two 
national clubs in the UK. A dedicated team has 
spent months coppicing, clearing dead wood and 
putting in bird boxes with advice from the RSPB. 
Native beeches have been planted to replace 
conifers. Surprisingly, no bats have been found 
on the site, but security cameras have picked up 
foxes and muntjac deer.
Mark emphasised that Naturism is a form of 
escapism, and that “the whole thing is built on 
respect.”
At present the club can house five caravans and 
several tents. Members pay a daily rate of £10, 
£15 to camp with a tent or £25 with a caravan. 
There are plans to increase the camping areas as 

well as renovating the two tennis courts. Plans 
for an orchard are also in the pipeline.
The site, open from Easter to September, 
boasts a swimming pool, bar, sauna, petanque 
area and a volleyball court. There is a club 
house, but there are future plans for this to be 
renovated with a new patio area. It backs on to 
“Spielplatz” off Lye Lane, which is a separate 
site with permanent dwellings.
A planned Open Day had to be cancelled 
due to the pandemic, but Mark is keen  to 
forge great relationships with the local area, 
residents & businesses.
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www.sunfolk.bn.org.uk
Hazel Road, Park Street. AL2 2AJ

sunfolk@bn.org.uk
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Residential care for older people 
in a place that you can call home. 24 hour personalised care,  

by professional, friendly, dedicated staff. 

 
 

www.abbeyfieldstalbans.co.uk

Rated ‘OUTSTANDING’ by the CQC 

Call us on 01727 863327  
email post@abbeyfieldstalbans.co.uk The Abbeyfield St Albans Society Ltd

Charity 211934 

Are you looking for a professional, reliable and

tidy decorator, with high attention to detail?

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE, COMPETITIVE 
QUOTE

Tel: 07590 376 260
E-mail: swhatton.pd@gmail.comPA I N T E R  &  D E C O R AT O R
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During the past 
year a giant 
button felt like 
it had been 
pressed, pausing 
normality and 
putting our lives 
on hold. At the 
start of our first 
lockdown, there 
was an initial 
stunned silence. 
Doors were 
shut, shops were 

shut then only open for essentials. “Essentials” 
became a debate and walking became the norm. 
People distanced themselves from each other, and 
friends and family were restricted from touching 
each other if not in the same bubble. (The word 
bubble taking on a whole new meaning).  Shaking 
hands was no longer “friendly” as it became a 
spreader of the virus, vast amounts of chemicals 
were spread over our hands, door handles became 
a threat to our very existence, and we were told to 
clean them regularly.

As days and weeks passed, we realised this was 
not going away- in fact quite the opposite- it was 
taking lives, destroying families and working its 
way through our communities. Covid 19 had no 
interest in class or monetary worth or political 
standings. The Prime Minister, Boris Johnson 
was hospitalised with it and he recovered due to 
the wonderful care given to him by our heroic 
NHS Staff who joined ranks with each other and 
drew from deep inside themselves to demonstrate 
incredible courage, bravery, strength and sheer 
commitment to saving and preserving life.  To 
all of you we say thank you. I know many Health 
workers came from St. Albans, residing in Park 
Street and surrounding Wards. 

People’s hopes, plans and dreams were dissolving 

in front of them. Never before have we faced such 
a struggle.

However, human resolve, inner strength and 
courage never fails to amaze. The community 
came together to care for each other, and massive 
efforts were made by groups and individuals- 
our unsung heroes. Local shops stayed open 
all hours to serve customers with or without a 
mask. A plastic screen appeared as a shield. Pubs 
closed then reopened and then closed again, after 
adapting in some cases by developing a takeaway 
menu. All the background workers, cleaners, 
deliverers -people that made the new world we 
were launched into happen-Thank you!

The creators of zoom helped to keep families and 
businesses together- thank you (regardless of 
the profit being made.) I can’t imagine the year 
without it.

Litter pickers came out as masks were thrown to 
the ground by irresponsible individuals, and they 
continue to help keep our streets clean and care 
for the environment we share.

Look out for yourself, your family and each other.

As I write this, the numbers are falling, but 
intensive care beds are still full, so it is not the time 
to become complacent. We hope schools will soon 
re-open. Vaccinations are being administered and 
given in their thousands. If you don’t get the call 
within your age group, follow it through-call 119.  
There’s one for you!

I hope we are coming to the end of our third 
lockdown with social responsibility taken by all of 
us.  We can do this, and I look forward to a release 
date and a summer with family and friends.

Take care.

Stella Nash
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We are Claudia and Coco, a mother daughter duo designing and making unique, fun, better than the 
high street headbands! We are the founders of Rockurstyle, a small business growing very quickly 
from a hobby in lockdown 1. Coco at 14 years old designed the website and off it went!

We are now designing, making and packing orders of headbands and shipping them all over the 
country including overseas.

We love being creative and working together and our obsession for a fashion hobby has turned into 
a successful business growing daily.

Claudia has been a school teacher for 21 years but had to resign to care for her mum full time. Coco 
is studying GCSEs at school and together in spare time we are making headbands.

Please take a look at our website www.rockurstyle.co.uk and follow us on Instagram @rockurstyle_

You will even see some exciting faces wearing our crowns and we have lots more coming our way.

Please do help us grow, tell your friends and family about us here in Park street and send any 
headband lovers our way! Supporting local and small independent businesses is so important right 
now, more than ever, plus it’s a positive outcome from lockdown 2020!

Enjoy looking at our headbands and call upon us if you need any styling tips or help.

Lots of love,

Claudia and Coco xx



PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st March - 31st August 2021 38 www.psra.org.uk       

Free
trial

available
Costs from  
£88 a term

The Marlborough Science Academy 
Tuesdays 3.55pm-4.55pm
Wednesdays 4.30pm-6pm

Thursdays 4pm-6pm
Fridays 4.15pm-6.15pm
and Sundays 12pm-1pm

Sandringham School 
Sundays 9am-11am

Weekly swimming lessons  
for everyone aged 3 and over  

all abilities welcome

Call Lauren on 07852982753

www.watersplashswimschool.co.uk

WEEKS 
INTENSIVE EASTER 
SPLASH COURSE 

8th April 2019
The Marlborough
Science Academy
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Be SAFE and ALWAYS use CORGI Registered Heating Engineers

Any plumbing problems call us

the Institute
  of Plumbing

free
estimates no call out

charge

no job
too small

all work
guaranteed

phone 24 hr
anytime

Any Central Heating problems call us
Registered Company Reg. No. 201282

The Allan-Williams Turret lies close to Hedges Farm, in some trees 60m from the western end of a lay-by, 
10m south of the A414 road. It was positioned to offer protection to the airfield at Radlett. Handley Page 
was an aeroplane construction company, and Radlett was the location for their construction hangars, 
opening in 1930. The turret was re-discovered by Tony Clarke who has done an excellent job securing its 
safety by involving English Heritage, who have given it a Grade ll rating.

Allan-Williams turrets were designed by A.H. Williams in conjunction with Colonel V.T.R. Ford and 
Lieutenant Williamson. Williams was the Managing Director of Rustproof Metal Windows Company 
Chester, a company specialising in pre-fabricated building components.

The turrets were produced between 1939 and 1940 and were designed for a garrison of two men or, if 
necessary three men, for whom there were folding seats inside.

One man could rotate the cupola which is on roller bearings and requires 15lb of force to move it. 
According to the manufacturer, four men could dig the position out and erect the turret ready for firing 
in two hours and remove it completely in 30 
minutes.

Each turret cost in the region of £125. 
According to the manufacturer, it was suitable 
for Vickers, Bren, Hotchkiss or Lewis machine 
guns in either a ground defence or anti-aircraft 
role, or a Boys anti-tank rifle or rifle grenade 
for ground defence.

Nearly 200 Allan-Williams turrets were made 
and installed but the salvaging of the metal 
after the war means that relatively few remain. 
There are 35 left in the country.
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Are you looking for a party venue?? 

Or for a Long Term Booking 

Lots of space? Use of Kitchen? An outdoor area? 

Then look no further Holy Trinity Parish Centre, St Albans is for Hire! 

Call Sarah on 07773911902 for availability and prices. 

1-2 Park Street Lane, Park Street, St. Albans, Herts AL2 2NE 
www.gunshot.co.uk  parkstreetguns@talk21.com

01727 872646/01727 872669
Retailers of air rifles for  
pest control and target 

shooting, shotguns for both 
clay and game as well as 

clothing for the countryside, 
dog walking etc.

Dog training equipment  
also available.

Proud supporters of the 
local community for 29 

years!
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Jemnihat@gmail.com

Finger Tips and Toes Beauty Room
The perfect solution for beautiful nails is Bio Sculpture Gel

Call Loraine on 01727 768559 or mobile 07796 268782
for treatments in a warm, relaxed and friendly atmosphere

   ✔ Manicure & Pedicures   ✔ Gel Overlays & Extensions   ✔ Hopi Ear Candles
   ✔ Hair Removal Using Warm/Cream Wax   ✔ 3D Eye Lash Extensions
   ✔ Hot Stone & Aromatherapy Massage   ✔ Swedish Massage
   ✔ Contour Body Wrapping   ✔ Facials   ✔ Gift Vouchers Available

Park Street Based   Open:  Weekdays, Evenings and Weekends.

City & Guilds NVQ 3
& IHBC Diplomas

City & Guilds NVQ 3
& IHBC Diplomas

In 2018 car number plate cloning in the UK increased by 
50%. Vehicle cloning means putting your car’s registration 
number on another vehicle. Criminals usually choose the           
same model and colour as your car.

There could be multiple reasons to clone a car-on stolen vehicles to hide their identity, to perform a 
criminal activity like fuel theft, or use it as a getaway car. Other reasons are to avoid speeding tickets, 
parking fines, road tolls and congestion charges. As the Automated Number Plate (ANPR) cameras just 
inspect the registration number of a vehicle it is impossible to tell if it is cloned.  

There is no way you would know if your car has been cloned unless you get a Penalty Charge Notice 
(PCN) or a fine that you do not know anything about. It could be for speeding, a parking ticket or any 
other illegal activity such as driving in a bus lane. Once you receive fines in a post that you are not 
responsible for, you need to act fast. The very first thing you can do is to change your number plate.   

According to the DVLA, you can order a number plate from any authentic supplier. Criminals order 
cloned number plates from dishonest suppliers.  

There is another easy way to duplicate your number as well by stealing it from the car. These days criminals 
use social media for this purpose. They surf social sites for different car pictures which people post on 
their pages telling them the number plate, colour, make, and model of the vehicle. The criminals use this 
information for car cloning. It is wise not to post your car pictures on-line.

If you are cloned, tell the DVLA immediately. Get help from the DVLA leaflet inf104.  

An easy solution is to make your car identifiable by replicating your number plate in small adhesive letters 
and numbers on your plate which will show clearly on an ANPR camera. This will prove your car was not 
the one photographed.

In
5
n
sa
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March 2021
to August 2021

Beavers: 6–8 years Thursdays and Fridays
Cubs: 8–10 years Mondays and Tuesdays
Scouts: 10–14 years Thursdays
www.parkstreetscouts.co.uk  

www.abfly.org.uk 

Tues and Thurs mornings 8am-12 noon at 9-hole 

course near Westminster Lodge. All abilities. 

Allan Green-abbeyviewgolf@gmail.com

Meets Fridays at Marshalwick Community Centre.  
» Margaret Pankhurst 01582 832817  
www.albanlacemakers.org.uk

Meets 7.30-9.00pm Wednesdays, Greenwood Park
Friendly Non-league Club, no beginners
» James: 852729 

www.bricketwoodartclub.co.uk   

» Pat Solomons: (01923) 671277;  

jpatbricketwood@sky.com 

Friday 11.15 -12.15 Park Street Village Hall

» Stacey Landau :07563 577666

Meet 10am first Thursday of the month, 

Greenwood Park Community Centre.

» Martin Melzack: (812670); 

http://u3asites.org.uk/chiswell-green

Exercise group for men ages 50+ (£3.50),  
8.30–9.30am, Tuesdays & Fridays 

» Colin Upjohn: chupjohn@virginmedia.com

New members welcome -League men, adults, junior 

boys and girls    
» Tony Albon (873367) 
www.frogmore.play-cricket.com

Rainbows 5-7 years – Thursdays

Brownies 7–10 years – Thursdays

Guides 10–14 years – Tuesdays

The Senior Section 14–25 years – Tuesdays

District Commissioner  

Roselle Ambrose 0774 2781699

League cricket Saturdays, friendlies Sundays

» www.greenwoodpark.play-cricket.com

» Chris Scivyer: (873491); 

 cscivyer@btinternet.com

» Rev. Dr. Nick Weir Tel: 897974 or  

email office@hotfrog.info

admin@howwood.herts.sch.uk; 

Meets 10am–noon, 3rd Saturdays  

» Chris (873819)

 
Meets Mondays 1.15pm-2.45pm (£4.50) Sports 

Hall, Greenwood Park Community Centre, 

Tippendell Lane.  

» Contact 01707 274480 or  

email val.hamby@btopenworld.com 

Meets 7.30pm 2nd Thursdays September - May  

» Murray Eckett (01442 521540);  

murray@mustang100.plus.com

Tuesdays 1.30  Vesta Avenue, Weds 7.30 How Wood  

» chittym@aol.com

Meets Wednesdays 9-10pm, Greenwood Park 

Community Centre.

» Call – David Amesbury (07799 832536)

Details are correct, to the best of our knowledge, at press time. Please notify Joy at info@psra.org.uk of any changes or if any membership subscriptions, advanced 
booking or entrance fees apply. If you wish to attend an event, please check in advance with the organiser.
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– £8-15 p/h 

Bookings: » 07500 933235 ;  

psvhal22px@virginmedia.com

» Annie Hall 01923 404845 ;

 psbchurchsecretary@gmail.com

 

» (872158) ; admin@parkstreet.herts.sch.uk

» Dave Hipperson  

davehip@btinternet.com

» Jacquie Banfield-Taylor (07792 588892) 

psfsarchive@btinternet.com

» psnhw@yahoo.co.uk 

itter
Meet 10am 

Park Street Recreation Ground Car Park.

» Dennis Cowan (873365);  

park_street_pickers@yahoo.co.uk;

– see page 46

Various age groups (7v7, 9v9, 11v11 a-side 

football in the West Herts Youth League.)

» Nick Lincoln (07714 767064);  

nicklincoln@virginmedia.com  

www.parkstreetfc.uk

Support and Activities for families with children 

under 5.

» Jeanette White: (01923 673698); hertsmere-

children.co.uk/childrenscentres/parkstreet.php

Meets 8pm Wednesdays. 

» Pam Williams (873775)

   stalbanspam@yahoo.co.uk

Meets 7.30-10pm Wednesdays at Christchurch 

Centre, High Oaks Road, St Albans.

» chairman@stalbansmes.com

» 852657; enquiries@cvsstalbans.org.uk; 

Mount Pleasant Lane  

» 08444 111444

» 0845 371 2064

8am–2pm, second Sundays  

» 98367819; markets@stalbans.gov.uk

Meets monthly » stalbansfoe@hotmail.com

(830713); admin@sagns.org; 

» Corinne Barnaby (07561 111278)

   cojoba@ntlworld.com

7.30pm third Thursdays. Parish Office open 

9am–5pm. » 01923 681443

– see page 30 

» John Fisher (01582 792843); www.riverver.

co.uk

Meet second Wednesdays 

7.30-10pm, St Lukes, The Cresent, Bricket Wood

Suzanne Gilbert; bricketwoodwi@gmail.com

Wednesdays 19:00  -20:15 & Fridays 9:30-10:45

Park Street Village Hall

» Stacey Landau :07563 577666
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PCSO 6336 Louise Traxon  

(Louise.Traxon2@herts.pnn.police.uk)

Daisy Cooper  daisy.cooper.mp@parliment.co.uk

    (07798) 828537

 

0300 123 4049

 

(01438) 737320

Tippendell Lane

 

bookings@ststephenparishcouncil.gov.uk

 

clerk@ststephenparishcouncil.gov.uk 

01923 681443 / ststephenparishcouncil.gov.uk

grounds@ststephenparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Council meetings third Thursday at 19.30 at

St Stephen Parish Centre.

Is your news here?
To include your local organisation news, photos and information in this newsletter 

please email the editor: info@psra.org.uk
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CLV TREEWORKS 
Professional tree surgeons 

The St Albans based tree surgery & stump grinding specialists 

www.clv-treeworks.co.uk 

contact@clv-treeworks.co.uk 

Office: 01727 261001 Mobile:07716404187 

All aspects of Tree surgery – Stump grinding – Hedging 

Fully qualified & insured  
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DISCLAIMER: Neither the PSRA Committee nor the PSRA Newsletter Editors accept 
any responsibility for the content of the advertisements within or the views expressed 
by contributors. PSRA is a non-political organisation; any opinions expressed in this 
publication should not be deemed to associate the PSRA with, or stand against, any 
political party.

Every effort is made to achieve accuracy in what is reported.

Inclusion in the Park Street Noticeboard is free of charge, and dependent upon timely, 
accurate copy and editorial space.

If you would like to submit a photo or an article, or you have an idea for the next issue 
of the Newsletter please call/write to/email the Editors. The deadline for receipt of 
information is 1st August 2021. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.

The Newsletter is paid for by advertising and monies raised through fundraising activities 
including membership subs. 

Donations always very welcome – please see details on page 5

www.psra.org.uk
COMMITTEE OFFICERS:

Chair & Editor:

Secretary: 

Treasurer:

Joint Events co-ordinators: 

Website/Social media: 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
 - 

Thank you to those who have given us feedback on our focus areas, actions and communication. The 
overview showed that the majority were already members of PSRA and Neighbourhood Watch.  Most 
respondents had seen the magazine and visited the PSRA website while others were willing to volunteer 
for various roles.

The principal areas of interest from the respondents were -sustainability - environment/green spaces 
and appearance; planning and re-development; organising community events; traffic and road safety; 
crime and support for elderly and vulnerable residents.

We look forward to further respondents during February 2021 and an update on the outcomes in the 
September edition of this magazine.

Please do voice your views - https://psra.org.uk/survey/



204 WATFORD ROAD
CHISWELL GREEN Phone: 01727 857395
ST. ALBANS Web: www.hire-one.co.uk
(Easy parking) Email: mick@hire-one.com

Since 1983 we have been looking after families from 

Watford and the surrounding areas at their time of 

need.  We pride ourselves on being the Local 

Independent Family-Run Funeral Directors 

offering the Complete Funeral and Memorial 

Service.

Further details are available on our website: www.ginder.co.uk

Serving the Community Since 1983

“The Family Concern, Concerned About Families”
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Accident Repairs/ Insurance Work
Industrial Painting & Stripping

Welding & Fabrication
Lease Car Damage/

Aqua Blasting
Classic Car Restorations

Tel: 01727 873973/751236
Mobile: 07880 743733/07884 448859 

Paynes Yard, Park Street Lane, St. Albans  Herts AL2 2NE


