S
Serving
i P
Park
k St
S
Street,
t
t Frogmore
F
and
dC
Colney
l
St
Streett ffor 55
5Y
Years
1.

139th Edition
Including
l dii P
Park
k St
Streett N
Neighbourhood
i hb
h dW
Watch
t h

Our Local Heroes

DD/>>EŽīĞĞŌĞƌŶŽŽŶΛƚŚĞZĞĐ
September 27th 2.00pm - 4.00pm
@Park.StreetRA
@ParkstreetNW

@Park.StreetRA
@ParkstreetNW

1st September 2020 - 28th February 2021

PA R K S T R E E T A N D D I S T R I C T R E S I D E N T S A S S O C I AT I O N
W O R K I N www.psra.org.uk
G
FOR
Y O– UServing
R V the
I L Lvillages
A G E since
S I 1966
NCE

1966

PARK STREET’S LOCAL HEROES AND HEROINES
Our magazine cover features local people who continued to serve the community all through
the early stages of the Coronovirus epidemic and lockdown.
Left to Right - Raj and Angela Kularajah at Twinsco; Staff at Bok ‘n’ Rose; Barbara Vernon;
Hamad at the Co-Op (Darshana was hiding!!); Cynthia Rowe, How Wood Head; Staff at
How Wood Pharmacy; Krzysztof Kaczowka from Wenzel’s; Postman Paul; Huseyin Karali
from Moonlight; Wendy-May Foster, Park Street Head; our Red Eagle Driver; Chris and Matt,
Groundsmen at SSPC; Staff at Wenzel’s; Refuse Dept; Raj and Gabriel; Feride at Moonlight.
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Dates for your diary
PSRA Meeting dates

Please call any Committee member listed (pg46)
if you would like to join us for a meeting.

PSRA Committee meeting dates are 3rd. Wed. in
every month (except August and December) at
7.30 in the village hall.

Macmillan Coffee Afternoon

These meetings are open to any residents of Park
Street and you’re warmly welcome to attend.

Macmillan Coffee Afternoon, 27th September at the
Recreation Ground, Park Street Lane 2.00-4.00pm

PSRA social media
Heidi Patterson-Howson
website@psra.org.uk
Our advertisers also get
featured on our website
www.psra.org.uk

FINAL DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE
15th January 2021 to editor@psra.co.uk

We need help to distribute
the newsletter.
www.psra.org.uk

3

PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st September - 28th February 2021

PARTIES,
MEETINGS,
WEDDING
RECEPTIONS…
Whatever you’re planning,
our two spacious centres can
provide an ideal setting.
Spaces range from a sports hall that
can accommodate more than 300
people,
p
p to smaller halls and outdoor
sports and leisure facilities.

Greenwood Park, in Chiswell Green, and the Parish Centre, in Bricket
Wood, offer free car parking, wifi, tables and chairs, and a kitchen.
Enquiries/booking: Centres Manager,
Email: bookings@ststephenparishcouncil.gov.uk Tel: 01727 874867

ST STEPHEN PARISH COUNCIL
Bricket Wood, Chiswell Green and Park Street
THE PARISH CENTRE STATION ROAD BRICKET WOOD
ST ALBANS HERTS AL2 3PJ
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st September - 28th February 2021
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Welcome from the Chair - Joy Mendelsohn
Welcome to your community magazine.
I hope you have found ways of coping through the past few difficult months
and now have the time to appreciate those around you and our environment.
We are so lucky to have beautiful walks on our doorstep.
When I took over as Chair in January, Zoom was the speed I travelled through
the day. It has now become the way our committee has continued to “meet”
and how I’ve kept in touch with my far flung three sons and my friends.
Early in the lockdown PSRA established a food bank for local families and
individuals not covered by many excellent initiatives (see page 7) and have
erected two new signs at the Park Street Lane entrance to the village.
Fewer than 25% of all payments are now made by cash, compared to 60% in 2008, so we would really
appreciate you paying your PSRA subs via Direct Debit or through our new Paypal account to help
us continue to support you, our community.
Please support our Macmillan Coffee Afternoon (see below), as charities need our help more than
ever in these difficult times.
Keep well.

Joy
Park Street News is delivered by PSRA road agents and Park Street Neighbourhood Watch,working
together. Please send donations of £3.50 or more (including £1.00 to PSNW).

STANDING ORDER FORM FOR BANK
PLEASE PAY: Barclays Bank Account No. 40688762 Sort code 207409
You can pay us via PayPal using the email address membership@psra.org.uk,
or via our website, with PayPal or by credit card at https://psra.org.uk/join-psra/
Come and join PSRA for
Afternoon Tea/Coffee and
Come
and join PSRA for
Cake

Afternoon Tea/Coffee and
September 27th 2020
CakeSunday
at Park Street Recreation
Ground
Park Street Lane
Sunday
27th 2020
Park September
Street
fromStreet
2pm - 4pm
at Park
Recreation

Ground
Help us raise money for Macmillan
Support
Park Cancer
Street
Lane
Park Street
from 2pm - 4pm
Help us raise money for Macmillan
Cancer Support

Organised in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support, registered charity in England and Wales (261017), Scotland (SC039907) and the Isle of
Man (604). Also operating in Northern Ireland.

www.psra.org.uk
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by Steve Preece
My garden shed needed some tender loving care. Failure to repair
the leaky roof and replace rotten wood would no doubt result in the
demise of the shed and a costly replacement, so I decided to embark
upon a refurbishment project, replacing the roof, various wooden
sections and some broken windows.
Being “green”, I decided to keep the flashing that was fitted at one
end of the shed roof to re-use later. Having completed the reroofing, cut out and replaced the rotten timber and replaced the
broken glass panes, the only remaining job was to refit the metal
flashing. As I started to sort through the metal pile, I was intrigued
by the light, rust-less metal. I realised that the metal was folded in on itself. Being inquisitive, I unfolded one
of the metal sections and was very surprised to find on the inside of the sheet, and in fact most of the sheets,
detailed drawings of an aircraft! After a little digging I identified the aircraft drawings as those belonging to a
De Havilland Trident 1E, which was designed and built locally at Hatfield.
The previous owner of our house, Mr Gadd, worked at De Havilland’s, and over the years we have exposed
several aircraft type materials, such as paint and metal, used for DIY jobs around the house that were
obviously surplus to De Havilland’s needs. However, the detailed drawings were an enigma, so I sought help
from the local De Havilland Museum at London Colney. I met “Trident Les” (the museum’s Trident expert!)
who was suitably impressed with my finds and believed they were the metal plates used for printing technical
drawings. Wanting to ensure the metal drawings were well looked after I have donated them to the museum
for safe keeping.
I wonder has anyone else found any local Handley Page, De Havilland or Rolls Royce artefacts in their homes?

PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st September - 28th February 2021
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PSRA Food Bank
When the Coronovirus epidemic
led to lockdown in the UK,
PSRA wondered how we could
best help our community. Our
elderly residents seemed to be well
supported by Communities 1st,
Government food parcels, local
churches and kind neighbours, so
we suggested working with our local
primary schools.
PSRA used £250 of its funds to kick
start the initiative and then Raj at
Twinsco kindly provided a donation
point for food, and we launched a Justgiving page (https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/psrafood)
which has raised just under £1000 so far.
Barbara Vernon kindly publicised our appeal in the Village Newsletter and she held cake and plant sales
outside her home, leading to many more generous donations.
Wenzel’s were very generous in supplying goods from their local stores which supplemented our
groceries. The Hygiene Bank also made generous contributions from their stocks.
Weekly food parcels are delivered to our schools. In the summer holidays I delivered them directly to
families.
Please support us, as I envisage that when furlough ends, many more families will need our help.
Most people have turned rooms into an office space-mine is converted to a store!!

www.psra.org.uk
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Bicycle Service &
Repair Centre!


Specialists in the service &
repair of all cycle makes:


Mountain~Road~Triathlon~Leisure
Commuter~E-bikes
We sell: Haibike, Raleigh, Diamondback, Lapierre & E-bikes


Parts & accessories available

FREE PARKING!


01923 674555

 



318
Road,
Chiswell
97
OldWatford
Watford Road,
Bricket
Wood, Green.
St AlbansAL2
AL2 3DP
3UN

www.cthcycles.co.uk

Park Street Plumbing & Heating
Complete Installations by Qualified Engineers

We specialise in:
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Mobile: 07774 234294

Office: 01923 261361
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The Green-Fingered residents of Seamans Close
young children, Anthony and Theresa.
All the neighbours have been watching
and waiting for the sunflowers to open up
and shine!
They also planted tulips in the Autumn
which opened up into a truly wonderful
and colourful display at the beginning
of lockdown, which really helped to
brighten everyone’s spirits, and was a real
talking point.

Joanne de Fransz has sent in some photographs
from her neighbour’s garden.

We are all looking forward to seeing what will
bloom next Spring!

This is their amazing display of sunflowers
that they have grown from seed with their two

Ǥ
appointment.
St Stephen Parish Cllr Bill Pryce, leader of the
Steering Group, stated “This is the time for
people to speak up, and I urge every resident
to take the opportunity to view the Plan and
express their views. While a Neighbourhood
Plan is not a panacea able to address all the
Parish’s and residents’ wishes and future needs,
it will go a long way to help establish the face of
our community in the years to come.”
At the end of the consultation period any
necessary revisions will be made which will
then be sent to St Albans City and District
Council, who will organise a further round
of consultation. Following this the Plan will
be placed in the hands of an external Official
Examiner for their comments.
The final stage will be the public referendum,
with residents voting on whether or not to
accept the Plan – a simple Yes or No - and its
influence on the face of the Parish over the
coming years.

After five years in preparation, the St Stephen
Parish Neighbourhood Plan will be open for
Public Consultation, where residents of the
Parish’s three villages can comment on a draft
version, its contents and policies, before it
proceeds to the next stage.
The Plan covers five distinct subject areas;
Housing, Green Spaces and the Environment,
Transport and Movement, Community
Facilities and Local Economy. It contains 29
policies which, when the Plan is finalised, will
sit alongside the St Albans District Council
Plan.
The Public Consultation period will run
for six weeks, from early September until
mid-October, providing the opportunity
for residents and other interested parties to
review the Plan and ‘have their say’. It can be
accessed via the St Stephen Parish website
(www.ststephenparishcouncil.gov.uk) and hard
copies will be available for inspection at
the Parish Office in Bricket Wood and at
Greenwood Park Community Centre by
www.psra.org.uk
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Classes held in Christ Church Vision Hall (Radlett)
Mount Pleasant Lane Primary School (Bricket Wood)
Greenwood Park Leisure Centre (Chiswell Green), Marlborough School (St. Albans) and Berrygrove School (Watford)

Are your carpets looking tired?
Do they need a new lease of life?

&

rown
arpet
are

Utilising dry extraction cleaning technology,
locally based Crown Carpet Care offers:
x A deep and penetrating clean
x A rejuvenation of the look and feel of your

carpets
x Longer lasting results

Leaving your carpets dry and ready to use

Domestic and Residential enquires welcome
Call or mail Mark to arrange a visit and quotation
Mobile: 07542 935525 email: crowncarpetcare@ntlworld.com

Electronics Repairs — Installation — Setting-up
e Television

e Video

e Satellite

e Home Cinema

e Audio

e Radio

e Lighting

e Stage DJ & PA

e Computer

e Broadband

e Telephones

e Remote Controls

e Sound and lighting hire for events, discos, conferences, parties

For expert advice and service call Phil - Tel:

Radsouth Electronics
of Bricket Wood
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st September - 28th February 2021
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01923 677133
Mob: 07826 928210
phil@radsouth.com
www.psra.org.uk

by Chris Scivyer
and America have logged on to the website.
The good news is that the Museum in the
old Town Hall should be open again by the
time that you receive this newsletter and will
remain open until 27th September. Just in
case – check the St Albans Museums website
for latest developments. Entry is free.
Included are artefacts, rare photographs,
publications, and models which tell the story
of the Company and its achievements with
In the last newsletter I reported that
members of the Handley Page Association
were working with the St Albans Museum
and Gallery on an exhibition on Handley
Page. The exhibition duly opened as
planned on Saturday 29th February for three
months. Unfortunately, within two weeks
the Museum was forced to close under the
Coronavirus lockdown. The exhibition had
been well received in the two weeks that it
was open.

specific emphasis on the 40 years of activity
at Radlett Aerodrome including:

To fill the gap, the Museum staff put some
of the story and exhibits on their website.
Whilst it cannot replace the exhibition, it has
enabled people from far and wide to hear the
story. People from as far as away as Australia

www.psra.org.uk
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lives by reducing the risk of aircraft stalling.
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r 8IZ3BEMFUUXBTDIPTFOGPSBOBFSPESPNF
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r )BOEMFZ1BHFBJSDSBѫVTFEJOUIF#FSMJO"JSMJѫ
r )BOEMFZ1BHF7JDUPSCPNCFSBOECSFBLJOH
the sound barrier and its later role as a tanker
in the Falklands and Gulf conflicts.
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r "QIPUPHSBQIJDUJNFMJOFGPSUIFDPNQBOZ
r )PVTJOHGPS)1FNQMPZFFT
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The Pits For All Seasons

by Frances Horgan

THE CUCKOO
In April, Come he will,
In May, He sings all day.
In June, He changes his tune.
In July, He prepares to fly.
In August, Go he must.
Come rain, hail or shine, I would be over the
halt the disease. Cows did not return to the
pits early morning to walk my yellow Labrafield but lapwings nested on the ground indor, Barney. No matter how I dreaded it, or
stead.
how warm and cosy my bed was on a winter’s
I fell in love with the pits at first sight and
morning, I always felt better for it once I had
they never fail to lift my spirits and have susreturned home and set up for the day.
tained me through good times and bad. My
Every season brought its own story, with
first ever visit was in November 1980, pushnature evening out periods where the water
ing my son in the pram over the pits when
level in the lakes was so low, tree roots were
we lived on the Frogmore Home Park Site.
exposed and you feared they might dry up
Eighteen years later, I would find peace and
completely to times when the pathways were
comfort in walking the same route to grieve
impassable due to flooding where one lake
my son’s passing.
had joined another. The autumn berries,
For the following fifteen years, I would have
golden leaves and slippery mud gave way to
adventures with my dog, Barney, who was
snow and ice when you didn’t know where
partial to running off to the How Wood
the path ended and the lakes began! No matButchers when the mood took him and I’d get
ter the weather, there was always something
a ‘phone call to collect him.
different to see and hear from skylarks, cuckAnd now I walk round the pits every mornoos to loud, honking geese.
ing for my one hour of exercise during lockSince 1980, I have had the honour of spenddown and count my blessings every day. The
ing key moments in my life over the pits. The
cuckoo calls loudly and I know that the world
name itself does not adequately reflect the afwill never be the same again after the COVfection with which I hold this local area.
ID-19 pandemic but the pits will be there as
During the last forty years I introduced my
a constant reminder that nature recovers, the
two young sons to the wonder, and also danseasons know their sequence and the cuckoo
ger, of the oasis on our doorstep and instilled
will return next year.
a respect for taking care of wildlife as well as
caution near deep water. I recall a time when
Hissing Sid, the resident swan, flew out of the
lake and knocked my son off his BMX, attacking it with pure venom for some considerable
time while we just stood back mouths agape.
On the field to the right, there was a herd of
cows who chased me and my labrador, so we
had to run to safety over the nearest stile. After the 2001 foot and mouth epidemic in the
Barney on a clear, frosty morning over the pits
UK, 6 million cows and sheep were killed to
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st September - 28th February 2021
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Locksmiths & Security Specialists

For all your security needs call Roche Locks
for honest and impartial advice

Local family run business based in Park Street
U No Call Out Charge
U Free Quotes & Security Surveys
U UPVC Door Lock Specialists U Lock Changes & Upgrades
U Wireless Alarms
U Digital Locks
On
site
Key
Cutting
U
U Emergency Entry/Lock Outs
U Safes Supplied and Installed
We provide a 24-hour service 7 days a week

Tel: 01727 220752 or Mobile: 07976 374154
www.rochelocks.co.uk

HEDGES FARM SHOP

Home produced
Hereford beef & grass fed lamb
Locally sourced pork & poultry
Pampered produce all available here in St Albans!
WWWHEDGESFARMSHOPCOUK s   s HEDGESFARMSHOP GMAILCOM

www.psra.org.uk
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What a difference a year makes by Suzi Clark
an enormous loan to pay staff. Many of you
reading this who have small businesses will
understand what I’m talking about.
Instead I go for an early morning walk,
socially distanced, with a neighbour. We’ve
discovered woodland and common land,
lakes and rivers, that I was always too busy to
explore. I return to a team meeting at 10am,
having mastered Zoom. Even when working
from home, there is no such thing as an
average day in the events industry – it can
be fraught, with tight timelines and budgets,
with occasional clients who sometimes
change their mind at the last minute. We’ve
spent lockdown trying to second-guess
whether anyone will want to stage an event
this side of Christmas. In the meantime,
we’ve been staging art installations in public
places.
I’ve started to write the second book,
but it’s all too raw. Instead, I’ve taken up
painting using acrylics. I have an online
tutor in Spain, a Dutch artist, who sells
internationally. I enjoy the camaraderie of
my fellow paint-daubers. We support one
another. My tabby cat Velcro is unimpressed
by my artistry. She walks across the canvas
and leaves technicoloured paw prints on the
ancient wooden floors. You will meet her,
as well as other local characters, if you read
Butterflies and Baked Beans. I hope you do.
My last royalty cheque from Amazon was
only £7.99.
Suzi Clark has lived in Park Street for
sixteen years. She published Butterflies and
Baked Beans, in November 2019, reaching
the top 100 on Amazon for Humour and
Popular Women’s Literature.
https://amzn.to/2WuTs0k
The sequel, Honeybees and Heartburn is due
out in October 2020.

This time last year I was cradling my partner,
John, in my arms. He had fallen out of bed
and it proved impossible to get him off the
floor. He was determined to walk to the
bathroom and the strain had proved too
great. He died three days later. He was just
71. Oesophageal cancer isn’t something you
would wish on your worst enemy.
I wrote the final chapter of my first book,
Butterflies and Baked Beans, while I was
sitting beside him. Called “The Hungry
Hungarian” it was based on the story of our
blind date, two years earlier.
I’m working on the sequel, Honeybees and
Heartburn with advice from Luke, our Park
Street beekeeper. It’s a tough book to write. I
tend to write humour, having done so for the
Times Ed. in the past, but I don’t always feel
like laughing, these days.
During lockdown, professional days
bear no resemblance to last summer. I no
longer fling myself out of bed, gulp down a
smoothie, feed the cat and hit the M1 into
north-west London. I’m a director of an
FWFOUT DPNQBOZ DBMMFE ,JU  $BCPPEMF 
based near Portobello Road. We locked our
studio doors on March 18th. All our projects
have been cancelled. I have had to take out
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st September - 28th February 2021
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Crown Reducing G Stump Grinding G Hedge Trimming G Dead Wooding
Felling and Dismantlement G Seasoned Firewood G Pollarding G Tree Reports
Fully Qualified & Insured Staff G Local Authority Approved Contractor

FOR ALL ASPECTS OF PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGERY

01727 743111

www.fircrofttreesurgeryltd.co.uk

P

ark Street
lumbing & Heating Supplies
We can make your house warm and your
bathroom beautiful! Most leading brands
available at good competitive prices.
We have over 20 years experience to advise
you in anyway possible.
So please pop in or just give us a call. We’ll
be more than happy to help.
Just ask for Dave or Mark.
We are a well established Family Business
We pride ourselves with our
personal service and customer care

Park Street Plumbing & Heating Supplies
Park Street, St Albans
Hertfordshire, AL2 2PX
Tel. 01727 872 371 Fax. 01727 875 268
Email: sales@psphs.co.uk www.psphs.co.uk
www.psra.org.uk
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CARTERS DECORATORS
Any Job – Large or small
Reliable, Friendly and
Trustworthy
Call me today for a free quote
and advice
01727 768767
07729 962 196
franceshorgan69@gmail.com
Burt Carter – for all your
decorating needs
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st September - 28th February 2021
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What to do in the event of Fraud,
Identity Theft and Internet Scams
If you have just become a victim:
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

Report the matter to the police and ask for a crime reference number.
Report all lost or stolen documents (passports, driving licences, credit cards,
chequebooks, etc) to the police and to the organisations that issued them.
Notify the Royal Mail if you suspect mail theft or that a mail redirection has
been fraudulently set up on your address - they have an investigations unit
who will be able to help.
Report the matter to the national ActionFraud website. You can report fraud,
identity theft and Internet scams online.
Consider registering with the CIFAS Protective Registration Service for £20 a
year. CIFAS Protective Registration may be placed by individuals against their
own address when they have good reason to believe it may be used by a
fraudster, for example, when a passport has been stolen. Please visit their
website for further information or to register.
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1.

 Ƭ 
1.
2.

Your identity and personal information are valuable assets. Keep them secure.
Be extra careful if you live in a property where other people could have access
to your mail. In some cases a bank or credit card company could arrange for
you to collect valuable items such as new plastic cards or cheque books from a
local branch.
3. If you suspect your mail is being stolen, contact the Royal Mail Customer
Enquiry Line: 08457 740 740. Check whether a mail redirection order has been
made in your name without your knowledge.
4. If you move house, tell your bank, card issuer and all other organisations that
you deal with immediately. Ask the Royal Mail to redirect any mail from your
old address to your new one for at least a year.
5. Consider using the Mailing Preference Service to limit the amount of unwanted
mail you receive.
If your plastic cards are lost or stolen, cancel them immediately. Keep a note of
the emergency numbers you should call.
6. When giving your card details or personal information over the phone, Internet
or in a shop, make sure other people cannot hear or see your personal
information.
7. Don't throw away entire bills, receipts, credit-or debit-card slips, bank
statements or even unwanted post in your name. Destroy unwanted
documents, preferably by using a shredder.
8. Check statements as soon as they arrive. If any unfamiliar transactions are
listed, contact the company concerned immediately.
Never give personal or account details to anyone who contacts you
unexpectedly. Be suspicious even if they claim to be from your bank or the
police. Ask for their phone number, check it is genuine and, if so, call them
back. Be aware that a bank will never ask for your PIN or for a whole security
number or password. Keep them secure.
9. Don't use the same password for more than one account and never use
banking passwords for any other websites. Using different passwords
increases security and makes it less likely that someone could access any
other accounts.
10. Keep your passwords safe and never record or store them in a manner which
leaves them open to theft, such as in your purse or wallet.
11. If you receive a suspicious e-mail purporting to be from a bona fide institution
which requests personal details, visit the advice website provided by the
banking industry. A bank or Government department will never ask you for
financial or private information via email or telephone.
Source: www.actionfraud.police.uk (visit for further information) For support
please visit the help page or contact your police watch administrator. Police &
media enquiries. © Direct
www.psra.org.uk
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Neighbourhood Watch is one of the biggest and most successful crime prevention
initiatives ever, now involving millions of people across the country. It is based on the
simple idea that you and your neighbours can help reduce crime and create a better
place to live, work and play.Around 100,000 households in Hertfordshire are members
of Hertfordshire Neighbourhood Watch which is more than 1 in 5 of residential
addresses. New members are being added at the rate of 500 per month.

Are you a member? If not, would you consider
joining the Watch scheme in your road?
Here are some of the benefits:
It keeps you up -to- date with what is going on in your area; receive regular updates and
alerts via the OWL communications system from the local policing team about what is
happening locally and how you can help.Members of the community look out for each
other, particularly the elderly and vulnerable, keeping an eye on neighbours’ homes
while they are away and reporting any suspicious activity to the police.It can help to
prevent and tackle crime in the community, sharing warnings about rogue traders and
door step scammers operating in the district.Members can receive and share crime
prevention advice to help keep themselves safe and their homes and property secure.
Access to discounted crime prevention equipment is available.It can save you money on
home insurance premiums, generally 10% for scheme members with some
companies.It develops good neighbourliness and encourages a stronger community
spirit within your road as neighbours work together to keep everyone safe.

Join now and help build a safer and more secure environment for
the whole Community.

Visit www.owl.co.uk
and register
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33 Park Street
St. Albans
AL2 2PE
Park Street Barbers offers quality
Open
haircuts at affordable prices.
Mon - Sat 9am - 6pm
For more information please visit us at www.parkstreetbarbers.com

Recruiting Now!
We are currently recruiting Support Workers in St Albans. You will provide
care and support to adults with learning and physical disabilities. If you are
passionate about care we’d love to hear from you!

ȏ

Full & part time roles available

ȏ

Full training provided

01543 484696
LisaHolbrook@voyagecare.com
www.psra.org.uk
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Home visiting Podiatry/Chiropody service within the St Albans area
For appointments or further information
contact Kay on:
Tel:

07956000747

Email: stephappypodiatry@outlook.com
Kay Whittle BSc Hons
HCPC registered Podiatrist

Web: www.stephappypodiatry.co.uk

Computer Hardware and Software Repairs
No Fix – No Fee for all repairs
You have nothing to lose

Friendly Advice

9 .5'.30+70 2$
Training and Instruction
9 .120$/ (01" 00($#.32(-7.30'.,$
– available in Plain English
8(%-.22'$".,/32$05(++!$/("*$#3/%0., -##$+(4$0$#! "*2.7.3
9 0.!+$,15(2'(-#.51 //+(" 2(.-1 ,$1-2$0-$2$25.0*1%(6$#
9 /&0 #$1.%' 0#5 0$ -#1.%25 0$" 00($#.32
9 0$4$-2"'(+#0$-4($5(-&(- //0./0( 2$(-2$0-$21(2$1

phone Ken Hodson on: 01582
01582 842854
794723 and mobile: 07974 156743

email enquiries
ken.hodson
@connectfree.co.uk
email:
@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk

Servicing
Mechanical Repairs
MOTs
Paintwork Repairs

www.hodson.connectfree.co.uk
www.kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk

Estimates
Batteries
Tyres

At the
1 Old Watford Road, Bricket Wood

Contact

Michael
T: 01923 676161
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M: 07860 571100
www.psra.org.uk

Village EventsǦǯ



Although St Stephen’s Parish Council cancelled their competition this year, we decided to run
ours as usual, as so many people have spent a lot of time improving their gardens. We had a
record number of entries.

Winston & Cathy Bothwell who received our
cup and a £50 Burston’s voucher

Winston with his
Allotment award

Grazyna Smal’s pictured with her
£25 voucher

The winner was Winston Bothwell who
received our cup and a £50 Burston’s voucher.
He is pictured here with his wife Cathy.
Winston was also awarded a prize as runnerup for his plot at Burydell Allotments.
Our second place garden was Grazyna Smal’s
pictured with her £25 voucher. Grazyna
only moved in last September and created
her garden from scratch-even the pond had
fallen into disrepair.
In third place, Ian and Sue Getley with their
£10 voucher. Ian was keen to tell me that he’d
grown all his beautiful flowers from seed.

Ian and Sue Getley with their £10 voucher

Village Signs
When I moved to Park Street almost seven years ago, I
wondered why there were Park Street signs on all the roads
entering the village apart from Park Street Lane.
When I joined PSRA, I suggested that we should enquire
why this area was omitted-well three years and masses of
emails later, HCC finally gave permission and we used
money raised from our Well-being days.
The signs were made locally, in Leighton Buzzard, and
erected by local resident Dan Patrick, aided by Zoe and
Niamh. Dan and I were very excited to receive the signs!
www.psra.org.uk

23

PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st September - 28th February 2021

How Wood School News Summer 2020
inflatable dinosaur
took residence on
the playground,
much to everyone’s
surprise!
Our annual show,
How Woods Got
Talent (a very
popular
event
where the children
choose to audition
and perform) was
rather
different
this year. It is
normally, a very exciting show with music,
clapping and cheering from a packed school
hall. This year children submitted video clips of
themselves showing off their talents. We enjoyed
watching clips of singing, musical interludes,
dancing, gymnastics, bike skills and even hula
hooping, to name but a few. The show always
brings surprise when we see the hidden talents
of pupils.
We said a final goodbye and wished good luck
to Year 6 at our outdoor Leavers’ Assembly
where we had a socially distanced picnic and
the children were presented with How Wood
School’s traditional End of Year Book.

The
Th
last
half
h
of the
2019/20 school year
at How Wood School
was very different due
to the Coronavirus
outbreak.
Although
our doors closed in
March, we stayed open
to key worker children
throughout. They took
part in daily Joe Wicks
workouts each morning
in the school hall and
gardening was a daily pastime, whilst taking
advantage of the beautiful weather. The children
also made a beautiful rainbow mural to thank
our key workers, this is displayed in the school
hall. The children are very proud of their efforts.
After the Government announcement that
children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and
Year 6 could return to school from 1st June we
welcomed some pupils back. Every class has
been social distancing inside the classrooms in
their own ‘bubbles’ and even on the playground
and school field. All have been very adept at
getting used to the current ‘new normal’.

Still Life by Lydia, Year 4

Landscape by Evie, Year 5

Peacock by Ava, Reception

One activity that was very well received was a
daily on-line art class, here are some wonderful
examples of the work produced.
For all others remote learning has been in place
with teachers setting work, videos to watch and
holding online meetings
with their classes.
Themed activities have taken place including,
Rainbow Day, Harmony Week, Sports Week
and even a Dinosaur Day when a rather large
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st September - 28th February 2021

Parsley the Lion by Samir,
Reception

Looking forward, we are taking every precaution
to ensure the children are safe and feel happy
and ready to return to school in September. We
have taken the decision to move all transitions to
new classes, where possible, to after October half
term when everyone is ready and settled for a
new class and teacher. We very much hope that
the future is looking brighter and more positive
by the time you read this.
24
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Hello everyone! This issue
we’re holding a competition.
If you would like to enter
you just need to write a
short story and draw a
picture of one of the scenes!
Then, either you or a parent
can email them to
niamhpsrajunioreditor@gma
il.com with your name and
age.

Can you
y see my cat Dottie? Spot the
dot!
t!

The best one will be
published in the next issue.
Good luck!

Have you
y ever
played Boxes?

Colour me in!

www.psra.org.uk

ZƵůĞƐ: Players take turns joining two horizontally
or vertically adjacent
dots by a line. A player that completes the fourth
side of a square (a box)
colours that box and must play again. When all
boxes have been coloured,
the game ends and the player who has coloured
more boxes wins.
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September

by Darren Major

it is kept in tip top condition. The failure to
remove the leaves will result in dark, damp areas
that will soon be water-logged and smothered
in moss. Provided the leaves are not diseased,
they can either be raked onto the borders and
allowed to mulch down or bagged up in black
sacks (punch drainage holes in the bottom) and
put away until the spring when they will be the
perfect top-dressing.
If you do not have many leaves, then it would
still be good practise to apply a mulch to your
borders. There are many versions, but I would go
for a stable manure at this time of year. Rich in
organic matter that will slowly seep into the soil
over the winter months, the cooler temperatures
also reduce the pungent smell that good manure

As the longer summer days start to draw in and
the night time
temperatures
start to cool,
we can now
start planting
hardy stock
for the future.
This is the
time of year
when plants
concentrate their energies on root development
as soil temperatures are perfect, rain-water is
more abundant and the need to produce leaves
in the colder months ahead is significantly
reduced. Provided we do not experience an
‘Indian summer’ we should start to think about
moving existing plants. The key indicator is
when the trees are starting to show colour
change as this suggests autumn is imminent.
When lifting any established plants, ensure
they get a good soaking first and try to remove
as much of the rootball as possible. Re-plant as
soon as you can and apply some mycorrhizal
root fungus (not suitable for ericaceous) to
assist root development.
Whilst we are planning for future months and
years, don’t forget to put your spring bulbs in
now. Snowdrops, Crocus, Daffodils, Tulips and
Alliums are just a few of the most amazing
spring plants that can be purchased as ‘dry’
bulbs now. This keeps the cost down massively
compared to buying the same thing growing in
a pot in March.

can create in warmer months.
Summer bedding and container displays will
be starting to look a little tired now. If your
intention is to plant up some autumn/winter
colour with pansy and viola etc, then it is
well worth cleaning out the depleted soil and
refreshing with a multipurpose soil. Try and
avoid using ‘tub and basket’ composts as they
quite often contain water retaining gel which is
too much for winter containers and baskets.

November
Its all to easy to shift our attentions inside and
forget about the garden as we enter the colder,
darker months. However, there are still a few
things we should be doing now to ensure success
next season.
Encouraging the birds into the garden with
feeders and fresh water keeps them around
for longer and they will seek out those overwintering pests like vine weevil and aphids.

October
As the leaves now start to rapidly descend onto
the lawns, regular raking is essential to ensure
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st September - 28th February 2021
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Photos by Connie Fitzgerald-Ryan

High protein and fatty feeds like suet cakes, fat
snacks and mealworms are perfect for helping
our feathered friends through the coldest of
winters.
If moss is starting to creep into your lawn as
light levels drop and moisture increases, then it
is the perfect time to aerate it. Using a hollowtined aerator, remove plugs of soil from the lawn
and part fill the holes with horticultural sharp
sand. Then apply a lawn dressing over the top
and this should help to keep the moss at bay
until the warm weather and longer days return.

bare root native hedging can still be done, along
with any hardwood cuttings from shrubs like
Forsythia and Privet.
If you forgot to get you spring bulbs in the
autumn then don’t panic, a good selection
will be arriving in garden centres now already
growing. This is a better way to buy Snowdrops,
as they can be a bit hit and miss from dry bulb
form.
Any blackening leaves on Hellebores should
be removed now to stop the spread of leaf spot
and ensure healthy flower plants. Give your
winter pansies a once over as they too can be
susceptible to leaf spot and mildew at this time
of year, especially if it is unusually mild.
If you are looking to grow your own mistletoe
for next Christmas, then the berries need to
be pressed into the bark of apple trees now.
To ensure you have some, save them from
Christmas and keep them cool until we enter
January.

December
As we enter the festive season the temperature
may well drop further, meaning we may need
to apply some frost protection to some of our
more delicate plants. Tree Ferns and Bottlebrush
plants would benefit hugely from some fleece
covering if temperatures drop much below 2 or
EFHSFFT
This is also the time to give your roses their first
prune. Don’t go too hard at this stage. A trim and
tidy of around 25% now and another 25% again
in March will help create the perfect framework
for next season. If there are any other unruly
deciduous shrubs or hedges, they can have the
same treatment too.
Now is a great opportunity to bring some
perfume to your garden. Winter flowering
shrubs like Sarcococca, Chimonanthus,
Daphne and Mahonia produce some of the
sweetest perfumes of any plants. Sarcococca
is a particularly good option for a container
by the front door and will tolerate most light
conditions.

February
This is a great time to cut down deciduous
ornamental grasses left standing over winter,
before fresh shoots appear. Any low, clump
forming grasses need to be ‘brushed’ through to
remove any old dead and brown leaves.
Prune winter-blooming shrubs such as mahonia,
winter jasmine and heathers once they’ve
finished flowering, which will help to encourage
bushier growth and in turn will produce more
flowers the following winter.
The sprinkling of slow-release fertiliser around
your beds and borders will ensure your garden
plants get a good balanced feed throughout the
growing season. Most feed will last for up to 6
months and ensure good healthy and vigorous
growth.

January
Provided the ground isn’t frozen, the planting of
www.psra.org.uk
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Ben Satchfield took over at The Gate just before lockdown,
and due to his hard-working ethic, The Gate became a
popular place for great take-away pizzas.
Coming to the pub trade after seven years with the Police
Force in Welwyn Garden City, Ben also runs The Old
King’s Arms in Hemel Old Town.
He runs a tight ship, and Ben’s exacting standards have led
to a high staff turnover in his three years in the helm at
Hemel.
Charles Wells And Co. twice offered Ben The Gate and
each time he refused, as he didn’t relish running a country
pub. Eventually Ben was persuaded to visit the site and
immediately recognised its potential as a family pub for the whole community. He has been
most grateful for the warm welcome and support he has received from local people.
The Gate offers classic home-cooked pub food, freshly prepared in the kitchen. Pizzas from the
newly installed oven
can also be ordered for
take away on Sunday
and Wednesday. The
pub is closed to the
public Monday to
Wednesday but can
be hired for private
functions.
Ben said that the app
has made ordering
from your table outside
quick and easy, and
waiting time for drinks
is about five minutes.
(ours came in three!!)

PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st September - 28th February 2021
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BRICKETWOOD PRACTICE
DENTISTRY

NHS
www.psra.org.uk
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ST. ALBANS MARQUETRY GROUP
by Ivan Beer
I would like to think that you are all keeping well
under these trying conditions. Our Marquetry
Group naturally have not been meeting and once
all the other outstanding home jobs have been
done, it was possible to continue our hobby!
Another of my hobbies which was not affected
was genealogy and I found myself combining
them. The story goes – I have been meeting some
other elderly friends each Thursday for a stroll
which surprisingly ends up at a pub. One, John
Ladbury pulled out an old cigarette card of ‘Bill
Ladbury’ professional boxer around the 1900s
saying that he was his cousin. Now I accepted the
challenge using my knowledge to establish this.
My Ladbury family search led to Rochester,
Kent and I found that John’s ancestors had a

cottage on the bank of the Medway which was
a popular subject for artists, so I combined
my hobbies and produced the picture above.
Incidentally, John’s boxer was a cousin.
If you are interested in joining the next beginner’s
class, contact Corinne Barnaby on 07561111278.
We are hoping to resume meetings in September
at the Greenwood Park Community Centre,
Chiswell Green, St Albans at 7pm to 9pm on
Wednesdays.
If circumstances allow the hut will reopen in
February.
We welcome new members to the Club entitling
you to benefit from talks during the year as well
as the garden holiday and Annual Show.

www.ststephensgardeningclub.co.uk
All events this year had to be cancelled, including
the Garden holiday and Annual Show.
The trading hut is now open until the end of
October but only for orders. Book your order
via email to Graham Wilson (graham_wilson@
hotmail.com) by Thursday and you will be given
a time slot on Saturday for collection.
Non members will be required to join when
UIFZPSEFS b 1SJDF-JTUTBSFBWBJMBCMFGSPN1BU
Holland (01727 568057) or from Graham (01727
872718)
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Our thanks to Shirley
Jones, pictured with
her husband Roger, for
delivering Park Street
News to the community
for over twenty years.
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Rail Freight Terminal

by Stella Nash

I will get straight to the point.
The inappropriate development of the Rail Freight Terminal has been included in the Local Plan.
The Garden Village previously included was a realistic option both socially and economically,
but it has now been REMOVED.
The plans for these homes, which would have included much needed affordable housing, have
been replaced by the monstrosities called warehouses that are now proposed on this beautiful
piece of green belt surrounding Park Street, parts of Radlett and London Colney.
No thought has been given to the long-term consequences of these decisions on our well-being,
health or the environment in which we will live.
Our hands have been tied; not even our MP, Daisy Cooper can petition for housing on this land
as the current administration of St Albans District Council has removed the option.
Since May 2019 up to the local plan review this year, no further work was done of any significance
by SADC to prevent this situation from happening.
I am so sad to see the door being closed after six years of trying my hardest to prevent this.
However, I have recently met with the Secretary of State, Oliver Dowden, who has led a tireless
battle against the arrival of Rail Freight.
We will continue to work to ensure that the flippant manner in which this blow has been dealt
will not pass unnoticed.
We will not allow this highly opposed matter to rest.

BRICKET WOOD SOCIAL CLUB
Oak Avenue, Bricket Wood, AL2 3LQ (CIU MEMBERSHIP)

Ú )DPLO\IULHQGO\ODUJHVHFXUHJDUGHQZLWKSOD\DUHD
Ú )DFLOLWLHVIRUGLVDEOHGa
JURXQGIORRUDUHD
Ú 5HDO*XHVW$OHVa
FRPSHWLWLYHEDUSULFHV
Ú 5HDO,WDOLDQ&RIIHH0DFKLQH
Ú *DPHVLQFOXGHVQRRNHUSRROGDUWVDQGPRUH
Ú &RYHUDJHRI79VSRUWVHYHQWV
Ú )UHH:,),
Ú /LYHHQWHUWDLQPHQW
Ú 3ULYDWHKDOOKLUHZLWKODUJHGDQFHDUHD
Ú /DUJHVHFXUHFDUSDUNZLWK&&79WKURXJKRXWEXLOGLQJ

– NEW MEMBERS WELCOME –
&RQWDFWWKH6HFUHWDU\IRULQIRRQRUFRPHLQDQGYLVLWXV
&KHFNRXWRXU:HEVLWHZZZEZVF#KRWPDLOFRXN
www.psra.org.uk
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Batwoman
A Park Street resident recently discovered a bat on her kitchen floor
and didn’t bat an eyelid! She called in The Herts and Middlesex
Bat Group who are working to further bat conservation in
Hertfordshire and Middlesex. They provide advice and information
for householders and landowners, rescue sick and injured bats, and
undertake scientific research to understand bat populations across
the area. They regularly attend shows and other events to spread
the word about these amazing creatures. Further details can be
found on their website
http://hmbg.org.uk/need-help-with-a-bat/.
Alex Cole recently started volunteering with the group as an
‘ambulance driver’ to assist with collecting grounded bats. Rescued
bats are then taken to dedicated ‘bat carers’ who look after any bats,
including babies, that can’t be released immediately. June and July
tend to be the busiest months, after babies are born, with many feeds required throughout the day!
9 Batty Facts!
 ѮFZDBOMJWFGPSVQUPZFBST
2. They are the only flying mammal
 ѮFSFBSFTQFDJFTPGCBUTJO#SJUBJO
4. It is a criminal offence to take, injure or kill a wild bat
5. Bats should be handled with gloves when being rescued
6. They only have one baby a year, often in early summer
7. Bats feed on insects
8. They also pollinate some plants
9. UK bats rarely bite or scratch
If you find an injured bat, or you have a problem with bats roosting inside your home, call the
/BUJPOBM#BU)FMQMJOFPO
Are you looking for a professional, reliable and
tidy decorator, with high attention to detail?

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE, COMPETITIVE
QUOTE
Tel: 07590 376 260

PA I N T E R & D E C O R AT O R
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2) Drive forward selected community
projects using all available resources
including volunteers’ time, fundraising,
grants
eg Community Food Bank, JustGiving during
Covid-19 pandemic
3) Continue to develop PSRA’s ability to
communicate effectively with all residents
eg 2 magazines per year; website & social media

PSRA’s purpose is to seek and represent
resident’s views on matters affecting Park
Street, Colney Street and Fromore, to organise
and support social events locally which will
engage and unite the whole community, to act
as a hub for communicating what is going on
in the area and thereby, enhance the quality of
village life and our environment.
Our four areas of focus for 2020/21 are the
following:

4) Support environmental, planning,
sustainability and safety initiatives
eg Safety Barriers

1) Provide opportunities through the year
to engage with all segments of the
community through an annual calendar of
events
eg Christmas Lights at How Wood, Well-Being Day

www.psra.org.uk

For PSRA’s purpose, Aims, proposed Plan and
the survey to provide your views, please visit
www.psra.org.uk
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marchortonelectrical
Domestic & Commercial Installer
No job too small

COMPETITIVE RATES AND
FREE QUOTES FROM A TRUSTED
LOCAL PROFESSIONAL ELECTRICIAN

Tel: 07813 772946
Email: marchorton77@gmail.com
www.marchortonelectrical.co.uk

11 Park Place, Park Street, St Albans,
Hertfordshire, AL2 2RQ

%

*UDFH0XULHO+RXVHResidential care for older people
in a place that you can call home. 24 hour personalised care,
by professional, friendly, dedicated staff.

Rated ‘OUTSTANDING’ by the CQC



Call us on 01727 863327
email post@abbeyfieldstalbans.co.uk

The Abbeyfield St Albans Society Ltd
Charity 211934

www.abbeyfieldstalbans.co.uk

Need Help ?
Flat Pack Assembly Engineer
Local within Park Street
Homebase

David
07543 665514 / 01727 873410
flatpacking@outlook.com
free estimates
garden furniture
www.psra.org.uk

play equipment
35

kid's desks

ikea

B&Q
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An extract from “Childhood Memories
Brian’s father, Patrick Kennedy, joined a fledgling
organisation grandly titled The St. Albans Mutual
Housing Association formed in November 1951,
when a group of public-spirited individuals
started meeting together with the aim of enabling
people in rented accommodation to be able to
afford a home of their own.
This was to be achieved by members coming
together in a co-operative venture to build a
home for each member. The group was ably
chaired by Mr Tim Brady who lived in Becketts
Avenue, St Albans. Land in Ringway Road, Park
Street was purchased from a St Albans builder,
Mr Dick Brinsden. Park Street land, being in
the St Albans Rural District rather than the St
Albans City area, cost around half the amount of
a similar piece of land within the City boundary.
Fourteen members were selected for the project,
each contributing a lump sum of £25 and then ten
shillings per week to cover equipment costs and
working expenses. One member, Jim Anderson,

cleared of all trees and tree stumps, also with the
use of hand tools. Work was carried out in the
evenings and at weekends, each member having
already committed to a specified number of hours
work on the site each week, in addition to their
ordinary jobs. In recognition of his responsibilities
on the site Jim Anderson was allocated the first
bungalow to be completed, known now as 2
Ringway Road. The remaining houses were

completed in sequence and, as each pair was
finished, a ballot took place among the members
to see who would occupy them. My parents,
Patrick and Kay Kennedy, moved into No 8 in
/PWFNCFSѮFJOJUJBMTUBUVTPGBMMPDDVQBOUT
was termed “licensee at will” rather than owner or
purchaser. This was to ensure that the Association
remained in control of the whole site until the last
pair of bungalows was completed, and would be in
a position to enforce the obligations of individual
members to provide labour for their completion.
The project costs were initially underwritten by
the Cooperative Permanent Building Society
(now Nationwide), and each member took out a
conventional mortgage as they took possession.
.Z QBSFOUT BEWBODF XBT b BOE NPOUIMZ
SFQBZNFOUTXFSFTFUBUbTE b 
Ringway Road in the 1950’s
When my parents and I moved to Ringway Road
JOMBUFUIFBSFBXBTRVJUFEJĒFSFOUDPNQBSFE
to today. Penn Road, Mayflower Road and
Ringway Road were not surfaced with tarmac.
Each was an unmade road, full of puddles and
potholes. Motorists made their way along the
road on whichever side of it appeared easiest
on the day, according to recent weather, and
progress often appeared distinctly meandering
when viewed from a distance. It was the residents
of each road who were responsible for road
maintenance. Cars travelled at no more than a
walking pace and the main risk for the driver was

a builder by trade, was appointed foreman. He
was asked to prepare plans for 14 semi-detached
bungalows at a maximum cost of £950. Minutes
from a 1952 meeting stated that “a bungalow could
contain two bedrooms, dining room, lounge and
kitchen, and the dining room could be used as
a bedroom if necessary”. Other members of the
Association had skills in plumbing, carpentry or
electrical work. All were taught bricklaying by
Mr Anderson, who expected them to carry out
general labouring.
Initial obstacles were many and varied. Each
individual self-builder was required to obtain
his own licence to build. clear that bureaucratic
obstacle. After much wrangling, as self-builders
required a licence, work started on the site in May
1952, taking two and a half years to complete.
Foundations were dug with picks and shovels
although the site, being woodland, had to be
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st September - 28th February 2021
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of
Park Street”
by Brian Kennedy

thrower was presented with the jar and contents.
Those residents who did not own cars (and at that
time this meant almost everyone) relied on public
transport to go to St Albans or Watford.
"-POEPO5SBOTQPSUTJOHMFEFDLCVTPOSPVUF
between St Albans and Radlett stopped in Park
Street village. The original southbound stop was
outside a row of terraced cottages immediately
opposite the Park Street Lane junction. These
cottages were later demolished and several shops
and flats built on the corner of Burydell Lane,
slightly set back from the road.

accidental damage to the vehicle’s suspension. The
How Wood Estate had just been completed by the
local authority and was fully occupied. However,
there was no through road from Penn Road and
the first part of How Wood (in front of the current
shops) into this new estate: an earth bank with
trees and bushes extended across the road, just
past the Ringway Road junction adjacent to the
off-licence. Pedestrians could walk around it, but
the passage of vehicles was not possible.
In How Wood there was a small general store run
CZ.S.ST4IBECPMU BTTJTUFECZUIFJSTPO 3PZ
The front, ground floor rooms of a pair of semidetached houses had been joined to form the
shop, approximately where the current butcher’s
shop now stands. The Shadbolts lived behind and
above the left hand room occupied by the shop.
The Simmons family lived in the adjoining house.
These houses were the only ones in between the
two ends of Ringway Road and they had woodland
at the rear. The Shadbolt’s store was well-stocked
and could provide for most everyday needs except
fresh meat and bread. The latter was bought from
the Co-op breadman who called to each house
twice each week and brought a selection of bread
to the back door in a large wicker basket. When
fresh meat was needed a trip to Park Street village
was necessary where Holdhams, the butchers, had
their shop.
The nearest Post Office was also there, and it
sold general stationery supplies and toys. The
favourite shop of the children of the village was
the sweetshop to the right of The Falcon. The shop
was known as “Duck Your Nut” after the words
of warning written above the low doorway. The
shop was somewhat dark and gloomy but was
nevertheless well-stocked and did a good trade.
The building remains to this day but has been
converted to a private dwelling, to the left of No
1 Mill View
Hertfordshire Fisheries, selling goldfish, pondweed and a selection of more unusual fish, was
located in Park Street Lane in the back garden of
a private house. We children would occasionally
call there to admire the fish in small ponds, some
of them made from old bathtubs surrounded
by rockery stones. Goldfish were a popular and
sought-after prize at garden fetes held by local
villages and churches during the summer months.
Goldfish were placed in jam jars spaced out on a
UBCMF5BCMFUFOOJTCBMMT GPSTJYQFODF XPVMECF
thrown and if one landed in a jam jar the lucky
www.psra.org.uk

For the children of Ringway Road and the
surrounding area there was considerable
freedom. The “woods” extended from opposite
the bungalows through to the back of Mayflower
Road. One weekend, when the site was being
cleared for the current How Wood shops a bracken
fire got a bit out of hand. Despite our increasingly
urgent attempts to control it, the fire spread
rapidly through dried bracken and underneath
a tractor which had been parked there by the
contractors clearing the site. Realising that we had
lost control, we ran home and our parents were
summoned to assist. I fully expected the tractor
to burst into flames at any time but fortunately
the flames were put out before such a calamity
occurred.
This idyllic life had changed by the mid-1960’s
when Penn Road and Ringway Road were surfaced
with tarmac, the houses in Spooners Drive and
adjacent roads were constructed, the parade of
shops in How Wood was built and opened and,
probably most significant of all, we children grew
up and dispersed to various secondary schools,
with all the added opportunities and challenges
that this brings to youngsters. Somehow, everyone
and everything became busier and those carefree
days became just a happy memory.
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Weekly swimming lessons
for everyone aged 3 and over
all abilities welcome
Sandringham School

The Marlborough Science Academy

Sundays 9am-11am

WEEKS
INTENSIVE EASTER
SPLASH COURSE

Free
trial
available
Costs from
£88 a term

8th April 2019
The Marlborough
Science Academy

Tuesdays 3.55pm-4.55pm
Wednesdays 4.30pm-6pm
Thursdays 4pm-6pm
Fridays 4.15pm-6.15pm
and Sundays 12pm-1pm

Call Lauren on 07852982753
www.watersplashswimschool.co.uk
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An Underground Secret
Sue and Rich Smith’s bungalow in Tippendell Lane, built in 1927, hides
a fascinating secret beneath its front garden.
*OBDPODSFUFBJSSBJETIFMUFSUISFFëPPSTEFFQXBTCVJMUGPSUIF
Royal Observer Corps, a civilian volunteer group. Its task was to
recognise, track and identify hostile aircraft and provide warnings of
air raids to local factories. Other roles included helping friendly aircraft
in distress and reporting crashes. In the 1950’s with the start of the Cold
War and the increasing threat of nuclear attack the ROC was also asked
to report nuclear bursts and monitor fall-out.
The underground Orlit facility consisted of a fifteen feet entrance shaft
giving access to two rooms, one with a chemical toilet, the other a 15
ft by 7ft 6in monitoring room with a ventilation shaft. A twelve-volt
battery provided lighting.
A Ground Zero Indicator, which was
basically a pinhole camera, was mounted on
top of the shaft. One slight problem was that
to retrieve the photographic paper you had
to go outside!!
The Post was moved to the edge of the
Handley Page airfield, probably in 1961 and
the ROC continued operating until 1996
when it was disbanded.

the Institute
of Plumbing

Any Central Heating problems call us
Registered Company

Reg. No. 201282

Be SAFE and ALWAYS use CORGI Registered Heating Engineers
free
estimates
no call out
charge

no job
too small

Any plumbing problems call us

all work
guaranteed
phone 24 hr
anytime
www.psra.org.uk
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Park Street Guns
1-2 Park Street Lane, Park Street, St. Albans, Herts AL2 2NE
www.gunshot.co.uk  parkstreetguns@talk21.com

01727 872646/01727 872669
Retailers of air rifles for
pest control and target
shooting, shotguns for both
clay and game as well as
clothing for the countryside,
dog walking etc.
Dog training equipment
also available.
Proud supporters of the
local community for 29
years!

Are you looking for a party venue??
Or for a Long Term Booking
Lots of space? Use of Kitchen? An outdoor area?
Then look no further Holy Trinity Parish Centre, St Albans is for Hire!
Call Sarah on 07773911902 for availability and prices.
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st September - 28th February 2021
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&DOO12:)RU'HWDLOV
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7KHUHLVFXUUHQWO\12ZDLWLQJOLVWEXWVSDFHVDUHOLPLWHG
3OHDVHULQJQRZWRUHVHUYHDVSDFH$6$3

Jemnihat@gmail.com

Roger Marks Building Services
Local, Friendly, Reliable
All work undertaken
Extensions
Plastering

Garden Walls

Block Paving

Free Estimates and References given
Tel: 07984 424797 or 01923 674800
www.psra.org.uk
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September 2020
to February 2021

Details are correct, to the best of our knowledge, at press time. Please notify Joy at info@psra.org.uk of any changes or if any membership subscriptions, advanced
booking or entrance fees apply. If you wish to attend an event, please check in advance with the organiser.

Ƭ
1ST PARK STREET SCOUT GROUP
Beavers: 6–8 years Thursdays and Fridays
Cubs: 8–10 years Mondays and Tuesdays
Scouts: 10–14 years Thursdays
www.parkstreetscouts.co.uk
 ǯ ȍ Ȏ
www.abfly.org.uk
ABBEY VIEW GOLF SOCIETY
Tues and Thurs mornings 8am-12 noon at 9-hole
course near Westminster Lodge. All abilities.
Allan Green-abbeyviewgolf@gmail.com
ALBAN LACEMAKERS
Meets Fridays at Marshalwick Community Centre.
v.BSHBSFU1BOLIVSTU
www.albanlacemakers.org.uk
BADMINTON CLUB
.FFUTQN8FEOFTEBZT (SFFOXPPE1BSL
Friendly Non-league Club, no beginners
» James: 852729
BRICKET WOOD ART CLUB
www.bricketwoodartclub.co.uk
BURYDELL LANE ALLOTMENT
ASSOCIATION
v1BU4PMPNPOT  
jpatbricketwood@sky.com
CHAIR YOGA
Friday 11.15 -12.15 Park Street Village Hall
» Stacey Landau :
CHISWELL GREEN UNIVERSITY OF THE
  ȍ͵Ȏ
Meet 10am first Thursday of the month,
Greenwood Park Community Centre.
» Martin Melzack: (812670);
IUUQVBTJUFTPSHVLDIJTXFMMHSFFO
FELLAS FITNESS
&YFSDJTFHSPVQGPSNFOBHFT  b 
mBN 5VFTEBZT'SJEBZT
r(SFFOXPPE1BSL$PNNVOJUZ$FOUSF
» Colin Upjohn: chupjohn@virginmedia.com
FROGMORE CRICKET CLUB
New members welcome -League men, adults, junior
boys and girls

v5POZ"MCPO  
www.frogmore.play-cricket.com
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st September - 28th February 2021

GIRLGUIDING ST ALBANS SOUTH DISTRICT
PARK STREET
Rainbows 5-7 years – Thursdays
Brownies 7–10 years – Thursdays
Guides 10–14 years – Tuesdays
The Senior Section 14–25 years – Tuesdays
District Commissioner
Roselle Ambrose 0774 2781699
GREENWOOD PARK CRICKET CLUB
League cricket Saturdays, friendlies Sundays
» www.greenwoodpark.play-cricket.com
HANDLEY PAGE ASSOCIATION
v$ISJT4DJWZFS  
cscivyer@btinternet.com
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, FROGMORE
» Rev. Dr. Nick Weir Tel: 897974 or
email office@hotfrog.info
 Ƭ 
r4QPPOFST%SJWF5FM
admin@howwood.herts.sch.uk;
HOW WOOD WOODLAND PROJECT
.FFUTBNmOPPO SE4BUVSEBZT
v$ISJT 
   ȍȌ
Meets Mondays 1.15pm-2.45pm (£4.50) Sports
Hall, Greenwood Park Community Centre,
Tippendell Lane.
» Contact 01707 274480 or
email val.hamby@btopenworld.com
LOCOMOTIVE CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN
.FFUTQNOE5IVSTEBZT4FQUFNCFS.BZ
r6OJUFE3FGPSNFE$IVSDI 8BUGPSE3PBE
» Murray Eckett (01442 521540);
murray@mustang100.plus.com
MINDFUL YOGA
5VFTEBZT7FTUB"WFOVF 8FET)PX8PPE
» chittym@aol.com
MOLES VOLLEYBALL CLUB
Meets Wednesdays 9-10pm, Greenwood Park
Community Centre.
v$BMMm%BWJE"NFTCVSZ 
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Ƭ  
ENGINEERING SOCIETY
.FFUTQN8FEOFTEBZTBU$ISJTUDIVSDI
Centre, High Oaks Road, St Albans.
» chairman@stalbansmes.com

PARK STREET VILLAGE HALL – £8-15 p/h
#PPLJOHTv
psvhal22px@virginmedia.com
PARK STREET BAPTIST CHURCH
r1FOO3PBE
v"OOJF)BMM
psbchurchsecretary@gmail.com

ST ALBANS DISTRICT CENTRE FOR
VOLUNTARY SERVICE
» 852657; enquiries@cvsstalbans.org.uk;

PARK STREET CĔċE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Ƭ
r#SBODI3PBE
» (872158) ; admin@parkstreet.herts.sch.uk

ST ALBANS CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
r1BSL4USFFU4U4UFQIFOT$IJMESFO$FOUSF 
Mount Pleasant Lane
» 08444 111444

PARK STREET CAMERA CLUB
» Dave Hipperson
davehip@btinternet.com

Ƭ   
v
ST ALBANS FARMERS MARKET
8am–2pm, second Sundays
r4U1FUFST4USFFU 4U"MCBOT
vNBSLFUT!TUBMCBOTHPWVL

Ƭ   
» Jacquie Banfield-Taylor (07792 588892)
psfsarchive@btinternet.com
PARK STREET NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
» psnhw@yahoo.co.uk

ST ALBANS FRIENDS OF THE EARTH
Meets monthly » stalbansfoe@hotmail.com

 ȍitterȎ
Meet 10am
Park Street Recreation Ground Car Park.
v1BUSJDJB1SZDF  
park_street_pickers@yahoo.co.uk;

ST ALBANS GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME
 BENJO!TBHOTPSH
ST ALBANS MARQUETRY GROUP
» Corinne Barnaby (07561 111278)
cojoba@ntlworld.com

PARK STREET RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
– see page 46

ST STEPHEN PARISH COUNCIL
QNUIJSE5IVSTEBZT1BSJTI0GGJDFPQFO
9am–5pm. v

PARK STREET VILLAGE YOUTH FC
Various age groups (7v7, 9v9, 11v11 a-side
football in the West Herts Youth League.)
» Nick Lincoln (07714 767064);
nicklincoln@virginmedia.com
www.parkstreetfc.uk

ST STEPHEN’S GARDENING CLUB– see page 30
VER VALLEY SOCIETY
v+PIO'JTIFS  XXXSJWFSWFSDPVL

Ƭ  ǯ
CENTRE
Support and Activities for families with children
under 5.
v+FBOFUUF8IJUF  IFSUTNFSF
children.co.uk/childrenscentres/parkstreet.php

 ȃ  
Meet second Wednesdays
QN 4U-VLFT 5IF$SFTFOU #SJDLFU8PPE
Suzanne Gilbert; bricketwoodwi@gmail.com
GENERAL YOGA
8FEOFTEBZT'SJEBZT
Park Street Village Hall
» Stacey Landau :

PARKWOOD WOMEN’S CLUB
Meets 8pm Wednesdays.
r3PTFXPPE$PVSU (SPWFMBOET
v1BN8JMMJBNT 
stalbanspam@yahoo.co.uk
www.psra.org.uk
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 Ƭ   
r XXXTUBMCBOTHPWVL
r "OJNBMOVJTBODF 
r -JUUFSBOETUSFFUDMFBOJOH 
r /PJTFOVJTBODF 
r 1FTUDPOUSPM 
r 1MBOOJOHFORVJSJFT 
r 7FIJDMFT BCBOEPOFE  

 Ƭ    
CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY
r 'MPPEMJOF
r 1PMMVUJPO)PUMJOF
HERTFORDSHIRE POLICE
r &NFSHFODZr/POFNFSHFODZ
1$40-PVJTF5SBYPO
(Louise.Traxon2@herts.pnn.police.uk)

PARK STREET DISTRICT COUNCILLORS:
r $MMS4BZFE"CJEJ -JCFSBM%FNPDSBU
r $MMS4UFMMB/BTI $POTFSWBUJWF 
r $MMS%BWJE:BUFT *OEFQFOEFOU 

 ͻʹǤ 
r  XXXSBEJPWFSVMBNDPN

ST STEPHEN PARISH COUNCIL
r 5IF1BSJTI$FOUSF 4UBUJPO3PBE #SJDLFU8PPE
r (SFFOXPPE1BSL$PNNVOJUZ$FOUSF 
Tippendell Lane
r #PPLJOHPGCPUIBCPWF 
bookings@ststephenparishcouncil.gov.uk
r $MFSLUPUIF1BSJTI$PVODJM
clerk@ststephenparishcouncil.gov.uk
TUTUFQIFOQBSJTIDPVODJMHPWVL
r (SPVOECPPLJOHTGPSUIFGPPUCBMMBOEDSJDLFUm
grounds@ststephenparishcouncil.gov.uk

THREE VALLEYS WATER LEAKSPOTTERS
r 
VER VALLEY SOCIETY
r +BOF(BSEJOFS 3JWFS#BJMJGGT0GGJDFS 

GOVERNMENT
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
r Daisy Cooper daisy.cooper.mp@parliment.co.uk

HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
r  XXXIFSUTEJSFDUPSH
r $MMS4VF'FBUIFSTUPOF $POTFSWBUJWF
  
r )FSUGPSETIJSF"SDIJWFT-PDBM4UVEJFT

r )FSUGPSETIJSF)JHIXBZT GBVMUT 
 
r )FSUT)FMQ

PARK STREET PARISH COUNCILLORS
r $MMS%BWJE1BSSZ $IBJS  
r $MMS%PSPUIZ,FSSZ 
r $MMS#JMM1SZDF 
r $MMS/JDIPMBT5ZOEBMF 7JDF$IBJS 
r $MMS&JMFFO8IJUUBLFS  
$PVODJMNFFUJOHTUIJSE5IVSTEBZBUBU
St Stephen Parish Centre.

Is your news here?
To include your local organisation news, photos and information in this newsletter
please email the editor: info@psra.org.uk

Finger Tips and Toes Beauty Room
The perfect solution for beautiful nails is Bio Sculpture Gel

Call Loraine on 01727 768559 or mobile 07796 268782

City & Guilds NVQ 3
& IHBC Diplomas

for treatments in a warm, relaxed and friendly atmosphere
✔ Manicure & Pedicures ✔ Gel Overlays & Extensions ✔ Hopi Ear Candles
✔ Hair Removal Using Warm/Cream Wax ✔ 3D Eye Lash Extensions
✔ Hot Stone & Aromatherapy Massage ✔ Swedish Massage
✔ Contour Body Wrapping ✔ Facials ✔ Gift Vouchers Available

Park Street Based Open: Weekdays, Evenings and Weekends.
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st September - 28th February 2021
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CLV TREEWORKS
Professional tree surgeons
The St Albans based tree surgery & stump grinding specialists

All aspects of Tree surgery – Stump grinding – Hedging
Fully qualified & insured
www.clv-treeworks.co.uk
contact@clv-treeworks.co.uk
Office: 01727 261001 Mobile:07716404187

www.psra.org.uk
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Your PSRA Committee
www.psra.org.uk
COMMITTEE OFFICERS:
Chair & Editor:1V`4LUKLSZVOU 4HWSLÄLSK
JOHPYTHU'WZYHVYN\RPUMV'WZYHVYN\R
Secretary: *OYPZ4H[ZVU7HYR7SHJL
Treasurer:3\JPSSL/\YSL`9PUN^H`9VHK
[YLHZ\YLY'WZYHVYN\R
Joint Events co-ordinators:
3VYYHPUL.PSLZ;PWWLUKLSS3HUL
*OYPZ[PUL3HTILY[;PWWLUKLSS3HUL
  
Website/Social media: /LPKP7H[[LYZVU/V^ZVU DISCLAIMER:Neither the PSRA Committee nor the PSRA Newsletter Editors accept
any responsibility for the content of the advertisements within or the views expressed
7HYR:[YLL[3HUL
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
1VU)YLLUWSHUUPUN 
+LUUPZ*V^LU7:5>
3H\YPL2HURH
7HT4PSSLY
:PTVUL9VIHJR  
+LL@V\UNZ 
Honorary President::HUKYH*VUZ[HISL
)PYJO^VVK>H`
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by contributors. PSRA is a non-political organisation; any opinions expressed in this
publication should not be deemed to associate the PSRA with, or stand against, any
political party.
Every effort is made to achieve accuracy in what is reported.
Inclusion in the Park Street Noticeboard is free of charge, and dependent upon timely,
accurate copy and editorial space.
If you would like to submit a photo or an article, or you have an idea for the next issue
of the Newsletter please call/write to/email the Editors. The deadline for receipt of
information is 31st January 2021. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
The Newsletter is paid for by advertising and monies raised through fundraising activities
including membership subs.
Donations always very welcome – please see details on page 5
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Your Local Office is our:
BRICKET WOOD VILLAGE OFFICE

The Olde Bakery, Lye Lane
Bricket Wood, St. Albans, Herts.
AL2 3TL – 01923 893372
£100 Discount Offer on
GOLDEN CHARTER PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
(on production of this advert)



204 WATFORD ROAD
CHISWELL GREEN
ST. ALBANS
(Easy parking)

Phone: 01727 857395
Web: www.hire-one.co.uk
Email: mick@hire-one.com

Accident Repairs/ Insurance Work
Industrial Painting & Stripping
Welding & Fabrication
Lease Car Damage/
'HÀHHWLQJ
Aqua Blasting
Classic Car Restorations

SSL

Tel: 01727 873973/751236
Mobile: 07880 743733/07884 448859

Paynes Yard, Park Street Lane, St. Albans Herts AL2 2NE
Issue 139 – Edited by Joy Mendelsohn
Designed and printed by Caprin Limited, Unit 2, Park Industrial Estate, Frogmore AL2 2DR
Tel: 01727 872021 – www.caprin.co.uk

