Serving Park Street, Frogmore and Colney Street for 52 Years
1.

136th Edition
Incorporating Park Street Neighbourhood Watch

Your PSRA - Use it or lose it!
@Park.StreetRA
@ParkstreetNW

@Park.StreetRA
@ParkstreetNW

1st March – 31st August 2019

JW&Co Langleys is a leading
Hertfordshire-based sales and
lettings property company. With
four offices in St Albans, London
Colney, Park Street and Bushey
Heath, the company has experienced
and professional staff, providing
a high level of service to meet all
property-related needs. Our services
stretch from Sales and Lettings,
to New Build Developments, and
beyond to property investment.
Incorporating

Our Sales Director, Neil Hughes,
has been running the Park Street
office for 25 years and has built
up a team with an excellent
reputation based on knowledge
and a determination to be the
agent you should use to buy or
sell your property.
To arrange your
Free Market Appraisal please
contact our team on 01727
875555 where a friendly chat
and welcome is guaranteed.

www.jwandco.co.uk

“We are a family business with exciting
plans for the future in a vibrant
property market. We are fortunate to
have good relations with our clients and
we have a very strong and professional
team of employees all dedicated,
knowledgeable and commited to a high
level of personal service.”

A welcome from the Chair - Dee Youngs
I hope you’ll enjoy this edition
dition of PS News.
News
Sadly, with no new members joining PSRA or our committee, it may
be one of the last if we cannot get more support from you, our village
community (see page 23 about such community spirit). We are a dwindling
band doing what we can for the village.
After 57 years of PSRA it would be a shame to lose us.
In the last magazine I called for more volunteers: Are you willing to help
the Community? Do you want to immerse yourself in Village business?
(And make new friends!)
HELP us with just two hours once a month on the Committee OR a few hours to help with any oneoff project (carpenters, builders, teachers, housewives/househusbands, older children with spare
time etc.) Please contact chairman@psra.org.uk
GO ON! TRY IT – you’ll be surprised what we get up to!
Here’s a reminder of what we did in 2018 and the sort of things you can help with: Community
Well-Being event in Park Street Village Hall in October; Christmas Light Up at How Wood shops in
November, with music and refreshments all provided free by PSRA.
We would love to make Christmas Lights an annual event as we no longer have a Village Father
Christmas.
We also want to continue supporting Parish with summer events, Best Front Gardens and Memorial
events; St Albans District Council on planning, building and other village matters; and colleagues on
Neighbourhood Watch, who are also dwindling in numbers.
“Use us or Lose us” – we need your support both financially and physically.
If you are not already a member of the Residents Association, join NOW – only £2.50 per year and
you can pay us online via Standing Order. (See below)
In future “Park Street News” will be delivered by PSRA road agents and Park Street Neighbourhood
Watch,working together.

Please send donations of £2.50 or more.
STANDING ORDER FORM FOR BANK
TO: The Manager
Name and Address of your bank: ………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………
PLEASE PAY: Barclays Bank Account No. 40688762 Sort code 207409
For the account of the PSRA the sum of:
Reference: ……………………………………. (SURNAME, INTITIALS & POSTCODE)
Your account name: …………………………………………………………
Your account number: ………………………………………………………
Your Sort Code: ..……………………………………………………………
Signature …………………………………… Date …………………………………

www.psra.org.uk
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PARTIES,
MEETINGS,
WEDDING
RECEPTIONS…
Whatever you’re planning,
our two spacious centres can
provide an ideal setting.
Spaces range from a sports hall that
can accommodate more than 300
people,
p
p to smaller halls and outdoor
sports and leisure facilities.

Greenwood Park, in Chiswell Green, and the Parish Centre, in Bricket
Wood, offer free car parking, wifi, tables and chairs, and a kitchen.
Enquiries/booking: Centres Manager,
Email: bookings@ststephenparishcouncil.gov.uk Tel: 01727 874867

ST STEPHEN PARISH COUNCIL
Bricket Wood, Chiswell Green and Park Street
THE PARISH CENTRE STATION ROAD BRICKET WOOD
ST ALBANS HERTS AL2 3PJ
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Dates for your diary
PSRA Meeting dates

PSRA AGM

PSRA Committee meeting dates are 3rd. Wed. in
every month (except August and December) at
7.30 in the village hall.

PSRA Annual General Meeting, 23rd April 7:30pm
Venue: Park Street Village Hall

These meetings are open to any residents of Park
Street and you’re warmly welcome to attend.
Please call any Committee member listed above
if you would like to join us for a meeting.

The PSRA social media presence is managed by volunteer
Graham Smith (610634) who is always pleased to receive your
news and photos too. Our advertisers also get featured on our
website – www.psra.org.uk
FINAL DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE
1st August 2019 to editor@psra.co.uk

We need help to distribute the newsletter.
Please get in touch well before this date with ideas for
advertising, articles, photos or changes to The Noticeboard
editor@psra.co.uk
www.psra.org.uk
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BURSTON GARDEN CENTRE & BURSTON NURSERIES PLANNING UPDATE

Burston Garden Centre and Castleoak Care Developments have been working with St Albans County Council to
ﬁnalise the design for the Retirement Village and junction improvements.
A revised landscape layout, shown on the right, has enabled some key enhancements to the ecological strategy.
The updated design incorporates water features, communal gardens, productive gardens and fruit trees, providing a broader habitat for insect and mammal
life. This in turn will aid the enrichment of the
currently low-quality site into an area of greater
ecological diversity.
The development will provide much needed
specialist Assisted Living (AL) accommodation, consisting of 80 AL apartments & 45 care
bungalows along with a 64- bed care home.
SCHEME BENEFITS:
U Provide much needed specialist accommodation for the local population, with
community living at the forefront.
U Comprehensive landscaping to bring life
and beauty back into this disused area,
using fruit tree lanes, wetland areas,
orchards and enhanced green space
U Enhance the existing Bridleway network
with a new route linking into Lye Lane.
U Extensive highways improvements to the Burston Junction, ensuring safe pedestrian and vehicle access across
the A405 and into the Garden centre and existing footpath network.
U Revitalise, regenerate and secure the future of the Garden Centre, Nurseries and Fisheries.
U Help to release under-occupied larger homes owned by older people.
We still need your support to help secure the Retirement Village and associated beneﬁts. For more information,
and to easily register your support, please see St Albans planning portal – application no. 5/2018/1324. For further
information contact; Oliver Smith on 07823 342194 Oliver.Smith@castleoak.co.uk or Andrew Emerton on 07968
624429 andrew.emerton@burston.co.uk

St Albans Home Dog
Boarder
I look after your dog in my home and treat your
beloved pet as my own whilst you're away on
holiday, short trips, hospital stays etc. Based in
Park Street. For further info visit
www.stalbansdogboarder.co.uk
Tel 01727 373911 or 07973 664839

PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st March - 31st August 2019
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What are you doing?
In the new year what resolutions did you make, and have you kept them?
There are many ways in which we can help to change our environment, but perhaps not as drastic
as the lady who shops at Waitrose, pays for her shopping then unwraps all the products in store
and leaves the packaging in the trolley.
Do you make sure that your children/grandchildren dispose of their litter in a bin or take it home
with them? On my regular litter picks in Park Street the amounts of plastic bottles, cans and sweet
wrappings I collect are a sad reflection of our throw-away society.
Did you know that the local Waterdale recycling centre in Garston (open every day 10-6 apart
from Thursday and Friday) has a shop selling furniture, cd’s, homewares very cheaply. You can
take your belongings there too if the local How Wood Keech Shop can’t accept your larger items
(check with the staff as they do have capacity in other branches). Keech’s free collection number is
0800 032 3440.
This edition features articles on local people and issues-please get in touch if you would like to be
featured.
The PSRA would love to welcome you on our committee whatever your strengths.
Make a difference to your village!

the Institute
of Plumbing

Any Central Heating problems call us
Registered Company

Reg. No. 201282

Be SAFE and ALWAYS use CORGI Registered Heating Engineers
free
estimates
no call out
charge

no job
too small

Any plumbing problems call us

all work
guaranteed
phone 24 hr
anytime

www.psra.org.uk
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Bicycle Service &
Repair Centre!


Specialists in the service &
repair of all cycle makes:


Mountain~Road~Triathlon~Leisure
Commuter~E-bikes
We sell: Haibike, Raleigh, Diamondback, Lapierre & E-bikes


Parts & accessories available

FREE PARKING!


01923 674555

 



97 Old Watford Road, Bricket Wood, St Albans AL2 3UN

www.cthcycles.co.uk

Locksmiths & Security Specialists

For all your security needs call Roche Locks
for honest and impartial advice

Local family run business based in Park Street
U No Call Out Charge
U UPVC Door Lock Specialists
U Wireless Alarms
U On site Key Cutting
U Safes Supplied and Installed

U Free Quotes & Security Surveys
U Lock Changes & Upgrades
U Digital Locks
U Emergency Entry/Lock Outs

We provide a 24-hour service 7 days a week

Tel: 01727 220752 or Mobile: 07976 374154
www.rochelocks.co.uk
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st March - 31st August 2019
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On Your Bike!
That’s certainly the aim of local
couple Mike and Mo who run
the cycle shop, CTH Cycles on
the Bricket Wood Parade near
the Black Boy Pub.
Mike has always been a
passionate cyclist. For many
years he has ridden off road in
North Hertfordshire, and he has
also conquered most of the bike
parks throughout the UK. He
has taken part in many charity
rides but always ended up helping others fix their
bikes by the roadside.

welcome with a cuppa whilst waiting for their
bike to be fixed at an excellent service centre
which can handle any type of bike with ease.

In 2011 he had a ‘lightbulb moment’ and formed
Cycle Tech Hertfordshire, a mobile bike repair
business catering for the needs of the busy
cyclist. Mike became a tenant at St Albans City
Station, running a bike clinic every Monday and
Wednesday mornings from 6am. Cyclists can
leave their bikes with Mike for service or repair
and collect their bike that evening.

Mike will collect and return your bike free of
charge within the local area.
Mo handles the marketing, admin, accounts, and
is also chief coffee maker.
CTH stocks leisure bikes from Diamondback,
Raleigh and Lapierre along with a great range of
electric MTB & leisure bikes from Haibike and
Raleigh. There is also a wide selection of parts and
accessories, helmets and clothing available.

During the year Mike provides mechanical
support for many major cycle event organisers
throughout the UK.

Mike and Mo offer a unique personal service with
a smile and have many loyal customers keen to
support a local independent business.

It took Mike and Mo three years to search for
their current premises. Customers are made very

www.psra.org.uk
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Classes held in Christ Church Vision Hall (Radlett)
Mount Pleasant Lane Primary School (Bricket Wood)
Greenwood Park Leisure Centre (Chiswell Green), Marlborough School (St. Albans) and Berrygrove School (Watford)

Are your carpets looking tired?
Do they need a new lease of life?

&

Utilising dry extraction cleaning technology,
locally based Crown Carpet Care offers:

rown
arpet
are

x A deep and penetrating clean
x A rejuvenation of the look and feel of your

carpets
x Longer lasting results

Leaving your carpets dry and ready to use

Domestic and Residential enquires welcome
Call or mail Mark to arrange a visit and quotation
Mobile: 07542 935525 email: crowncarpetcare@ntlworld.com

Electronics Repairs — Installation — Setting-up
e Television

e Video

e Satellite

e Home Cinema

e Audio

e Radio

e Lighting

e Stage DJ & PA

e Computer

e Broadband

e Telephones

e Remote Controls

e Sound and lighting hire for events, discos, conferences, parties

For expert advice and service call Phil - Tel:

Radsouth Electronics
of Bricket Wood
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st March - 31st August 2019
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01923 677133
Mob: 07826 928210
phil@radsouth.com
www.psra.org.uk

Life in Park Street - Chris Scivyer
Then and Now – Colney Street
provided on the opposite side of the road
(today a chiropractor’s), a new Black Horse
was built to the south (where today DPD
parcels are located), and the displaced
householders were relocated to new homes
in Radlett Road or Hampden Place in
Frogmore. Below is the scene in January
2019.

Colney Street looking North circa 1920 and again
in January 2019

Colney Street looking north in 1958 shortly
before all of the buildings to the right were
demolished to make space for additional
aircraft production buildings for Handley
Page. Buildings demolished included a Post
Office, The Black horse Pub and several
houses. A replacement Post Office was

Colney Street looking South Circa 1920

The Old Black Horse in Colney Street Circa 1950
www.psra.org.uk
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TELEVISION AERIALS &
DIGITAL
SPECIALISTS
LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS
ESTABLISHED SINCE 1960
NO CALL OUT CHARGES
PROMPT SERVICE
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS
FRIENDLY AND RELIABLE TEAM
FULLY INSURED / 2 YRS GUARANTEE

FREEVIEW HAS NOW OVER 100 FREE
DIGITAL TV AND RADIO CHANNELS
SWITCH

UPGRADES FOR DIGITAL AERIALS
REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS
EXTRA POINTS
FM AND DAB RADIO AERIALS
SKY HD AND
SPECIALISTS

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE OR ADVICE CONTACT:

CONCORDE AERIALS 01727 872844
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st March - 31st August 2019
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The Future’s Bright

What a breath of fresh air it was to meet a
bright young member of Park Street, tenyear old Sophie Holliss, daughter of Chris
and Julie. The youngest of three children,
with older sister Ellie (14) and brother Dan
(12) they are all accomplished swimmers,
representing county. They all belong to
CoSta (which I thought was for coffee fans,
which Sophie dislikes!) swimming club.
At the end of January Sophie won her first
medals at County level, a bronze in 50
metres backstroke, followed the next day
with a silver!

Sophie was voted Park Street Scout’s member
of the year in 2017 due to her support for
others, but due to clashes with swimming
activities she has had to leave the group.
Sophie is in year 6 at How Wood School,
where her favourite subjects are Maths and
PE, but she also loves reading, especially
David Walliams and Harry Potter. She is
captain of the school netball team, house
captain of Green House, and a member of
the football squad. Other hobbies include
running-Sophie aims for 10.000 steps a day
on her fitbit (running up and down the stairs
if necessary!), dancing with local street dance
group XLR8, baking cakes, playing with her
cat Scooby and eating her favourite meal of
Yorkshire pudding filled with meat, veg and
gravy!

Sophie loves a challenge, and as a member
of Park Street Scouts for over two years she
earned the maximum 90 activity badges, her
favourite being scuba diving. Sophie was
presented with the Chief Scout’s silver award.
Time away from home included camping in
the grounds of Warwick Castle, staying on
HMS Belfast and a night hike.
www.psra.org.uk

Sophie would like to become a vet and with
such determination, I am sure she will reach
her goal.
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SMOOTH RUNNINGS
Tailored Virtual PA and administration solutions to
individuals, sole traders, start-ups and small
businesses
I can make your life easier and help you concentrate your
efforts where they are most needed, by providing a friendly
and efficient Virtual PA and organisational service to you.


    
   
  
  
  
 

Park Street Guns
1-2 Park Street Lane, Park Street, St. Albans, Herts AL2 2NE
www.gunshot.co.uk  parkstreetguns@talk21.com

01727 872646/01727 872669
Retailers of air rifles for
pest control and target
shooting, shotguns for both
clay and game as well as
clothing for the countryside,
dog walking etc.
Dog training equipment
also available.
Proud supporters of the
local community for 29
years!
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st March - 31st August 2019
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River Ver - Revitalising Chalk Rivers

Affinity Water is working on an exciting new
project to carry out river restoration works
along the River Ver at Burydell Lane, just off
Radlett Road, Park Street.
This project is one of several taking place as
part of the Revitalising Chalk Rivers collaborative partnership to restore and improve the
habitat of chalk streams along the River Ver
and rivers in other areas.
The River Ver has historically been diverted
through the mill at Burydell Lane and flows
over a large weir. This impacts the natural flow
of water and obstructs the free movement of
fish. To improve this, Affinity Water is currently looking into different options to revitalise
this section of the River Ver and revitalise this
chalk stream for the future.

www.psra.org.uk

Since 1993, Affinity Water has reduced abstraction from groundwater sources in the River
Ver catchment area by 13 million litres of water per day to leave more water in the environment. This was further reduced in 2016 by an
additional 5.82 million litres per day. Further
abstraction reductions are also planned between 2020 and 2025.
This work is important as it will significantly
improve and restore our chalk streams and
benefit the environment for the enjoyment of
the local community.
For more information on this project, please
email melissa.ambrose@affinitywater.co.uk
Photograph of recently revitalised River Gade
at Upper Gadebridge Park.
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CARTERS DECORATORS
Any Job – Large or small
Reliable, Friendly and
Trustworthy
Call me today for a free quote
and advice
01727 768767
07729 962 196
franceshorgan69@gmail.com
Burt Carter – for all your
decorating needs
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st March - 31st August 2019
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Park Street Neighbourhood Watch
a
A Street Coordinator looks after a small group
of households in their local area, keeping an eye
on vulnerable households. They offer advice
to members, deliver newsletters and crime
prevention literature such as window stickers
and property markers, report suspicious
activity and welcome newcomers into the area,
inviting them to join the scheme.

WHAT IS NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH?
Neighbourhood Watch is a partnership
intended to bring people together to make
their communities safer. It involves the police,
voluntary organisations and individuals who
want to make their neighbourhoods better
places in which to live. It aims to help people
protect themselves and their property and to
reduce the fear of crime by means of improved
home security, greater vigilance, reporting
suspicious activity to the police and by fostering
a community spirit.

An Area Coordinator looks after a small
group of Street Coordinators acting as an
intermediary to provide some structure to the
scheme and assistance to Street Coordinators.
All roles are voluntary and unpaid.

HOW IS IT RUN?
Neighbourhood Watch schemes are run by
their members through a network of Street
Coordinators, Area Coordinators and a
Management Committee and are supported
by the police. It is important to stress that the
scheme is a community initiative, supported by
the police, not run by them. The police alone
cannot deal with all the problems arising from
crime and anti-social behavior. They need
the additional help of the local community.
Neighbourhood Watch provides the way
for local people to play an important part in
making their community safer.
The PSNW (Park Street Neighbourhood
Watch), which covers Park Street, Colney
Street and Frogmore, is overseen by a small
committee, responsible for administrative
matters, finance, newsletters, meetings and
speakers.

As with most local voluntary organisations
we are always seeking additional helpers. At
present there are several vacancies for Street
and Area Coordinators. If you could help
by becoming a Coordinator, for just a small
number of your neighbours we would be very
grateful. No experience is necessary, just a
feeling of community spirit.
HOW MUCH DOES IT COST, HOW DO I
JOIN?
Annual membership is just £1 voluntary
donation which will be collected by your Street
Coordinator. This money is used for newsletter
printing, room rentals, speakers and fees.
Please contact Winston on 01727 872007 or
email psnhw@yahoo.co.uk

INTERESTED IN JOINING YOUR LOCAL NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH COMMITTEE?
Your Park Street Neighbourhood Watch is looking for volunteers to join the committee,
especially to set up and manage a Facebook page and help with social media. This
might suit a college leaver with good IT skills and could enhance their CV. Also we
need a Membership Secretary to help administer our records.
We’re a friendly team meeting monthly and would love to hear from you.
Please contact Brian Hillman on 01727 873022 or email brianhillman15@yahoo.co.uk.
www.psra.org.uk
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Home visiting Podiatry/Chiropody service within the St Albans area
For appointments or further information
contact Kay on:
Tel:

07956000747

Email: stephappypodiatry@outlook.com
Kay Whittle BSc Hons
HCPC registered Podiatrist

Web: www.stephappypodiatry.co.uk

Computer Hardware and Software Repairs
No Fix – No Fee for all repairs
You have nothing to lose

Friendly Advice

9 .5'.30+70 2$
Training and Instruction
9 .120$/ (01" 00($#.32(-7.30'.,$
– available in Plain English
8(%-.22'$".,/32$05(++!$/("*$#3/%0., -##$+(4$0$#! "*2.7.3
9 0.!+$,15(2'(-#.51 //+(" 2(.-1 ,$1-2$0-$2$25.0*1%(6$#
9 /&0 #$1.%' 0#5 0$ -#1.%25 0$" 00($#.32
9 0$4$-2"'(+#0$-4($5(-&(- //0./0( 2$(-2$0-$21(2$1

phone Ken Hodson on: 01582
01582 842854
794723 and mobile: 07974 156743

email enquiries
ken.hodson
@connectfree.co.uk
email:
@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk

Servicing
Mechanical Repairs
MOTs
Paintwork Repairs

www.hodson.connectfree.co.uk
www.kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk

Estimates
Batteries
Tyres

At the
1 Old Watford Road, Bricket Wood

Contact

Michael
T: 01923 676161

PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st March - 31st August 2019
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Are you a Good Neighbour?
Most of us live in close proximity to one
another, often separated by a few centimetres
of brickwork. Such closeness can sometimes
lead to friction between residents where the
behaviour of one or both parties is deemed
unsociable or unreasonable. In the worstcase scenarios, reconciliation is not possible,
often leading to expensive court proceedings.
Most cases start out as minor disagreements
over parking spaces, loud music, boundary
hedges, never ending DIY, noisy children,
dogs barking, smoky barbecues, and unless the
issues are resolved quickly, previously friendly
neighbours can become bitter enemies.

So, what makes a good neighbour? Here are a
few suggestions for your consideration:

So how do you regard your relationship with
those who live near you? Do you know them
by name or are you just “passing ships in the
night”, do you make the effort to be friendly or
do you make every effort to avoid them?

t 1VUPVUBOEUBLFJOSVCCJTICJOTGPSUIFN

t 5SFBUPUIFSTBOEUIFJSQSPQFSUZXJUIUIF
respect you would wish to receive in return.
t /PUJGZZPVSOFJHICPVSTJGZPVBSFQMBOOJOHB
big party with loud music.
t $POTJEFSUIFTUBUFPGZPVSCPVOEBSZIFEHFT
fences.
t "TTFTTUIFFČFDUTPGZPVSCBSCFDVFCPOĕSF
smoke before lighting up.
t 0ČFSUPXBUFSHBSEFOQMBOUTUBLFJONBJMGPS
your neighbour during holiday time.
t .PWFRVJDLMZUPEFGVTFJTTVFTPGEJTBHSFFNFOU
while they are still trivial.
t 0SHBOJTFBOPDDBTJPOBMTPDJBMHFUUPHFUIFSUP
build bridges.

The essence of Neighbourhood Watch is that
we look out for the safety and welfare of others;
together we are stronger and more effective
than acting on our own. It means having
mutual respect and acceptance of one another’s
foibles.

t #FDPNFBOBDUJWFQBSUPG/FJHICPVSIPPE
Watch and get involved in your community!

LITTER PICKS
March 16th
March 17th
March 23rd
April 14th
May 18th
May 19th
July 20th
July 21st

The Great British Spring Clean (How Wood)
The Great British Spring Clean (Park Street)
The Great British Spring Clean (Bricket Wood)
Clean For The Queen
(Park Street)
Sustainable St Albans Litter Pick (How Wood)
Sustainable St Albans Litter Pick (Park Street)
Community Litter Pick
(Greenwood Park)
Community Litter Pick
(Park Street)

Litter Picks are from 10am to 12 noon. Park Street is from the Recreation Ground,
Park Street Lane and How Wood or Bricket Wood is from the parade of shops in each
village. Equipment is provided. Please wear protective gloves and appropriate footwear.
www.psra.org.uk
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33 Park Street
St. Albans
AL2 2PE
Park Street Barbers offers quality
Open
haircuts at affordable prices.
Mon - Sat 9am - 6pm
For more information please visit us at www.parkstreetbarbers.com

Recruiting Now!
We are currently recruiting Support Workers in St Albans. You will provide
care and support to adults with learning and physical disabilities. If you are
passionate about care we’d love to hear from you!

ȏ

Full & part time roles available

ȏ

Full training provided

01543 484696
LisaHolbrook@voyagecare.com
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st March - 31st August 2019

18

www.psra.org.uk

1.

Could you be a Credible Witness?
Do you have good observational skills
and can you recognise what is normal
around you and what is not?
Police officers get used to looking for activities
or events that seem out of place and instinctively
know when something is not usual and further
investigation is needed.
Following any crime, it is normal practice for the
Police to appeal for witnesses to help them with
their investigations. Every bit of information is
vital. Neighbourhood Watch members should
know that they too have this ability: it is a matter
of practising observational skills to make them
stronger and more importantly, accurate.
Pay particular attention to:
*Physical setting……specific location, date and
time of day.
* People…. what do they look like, height
and build, ethnicity, gender? How many are
there? What are they wearing? While clothing
is important, look for things that cannot be
changed or easily altered like skin/eye colour,
scars, tattoos, height and weight.
* Vehicles… Begin with the basics such as make,
model and colour. Identify it as a red Ford
Fiesta, silver Toyota Avensis; the type of vehicle;
SUV, estate, saloon. Licence plate numbers are
useful only if they are accurate and haven’t been
changed.
* Routines…. Suspicious activity and/or recurring
patterns of behaviour. How often they occur and
who is involved?

What is Suspicious Activity?
Anything that feels uncomfortable or looks out of
place, such as:
t "TUSBOHFSMPJUFSJOHJOZPVSOFJHICPVSIPPEPS
a vehicle cruising the streets repeatedly.
t 4PNFPOFQFFSJOHJOUPDBSTBOEUSZJOHEPPST
t "IJHIWPMVNFPGUSBďDHPJOHUPBOEGSPNB
home on a daily basis.
t 4USBOHFPEPVSTDPNJOHGSPNBIPVTF CVJMEJOH
or vehicle.
t 0QFOPSCSPLFOEPPSTBOEXJOEPXTBUBO
empty house or business property.
t 4JHOTPGGPSDFEFOUSZPSUBNQFSJOHXJUI
security or safety systems.
There are four general categories to consider
when determining what to report-:
t 4VTQJDJPVTBDUJWJUJFT
t 1FPQMFBOEWFIJDMFT
t *MMFHBMBDUJWJUJFT
t 6OVTVBMFWFOUTPSJODJEFOUT EBOHFSPVT
situations.
By reporting these activities and situations and
acting as extra “eyes”, you can aid the police and
reduce crime, making our community a safer
place in which to live.
Call 101 unless a crime is taking place when you
should call 999.Take photographs to support
your evidence but only if it is safe to do so.
Remember -members should never try to take
action on those observations themselves; that is
the responsibility of the police.

Park Street Plumbing & Heating
Complete Installations by Qualified Engineers

We specialise in:
NEM 197470
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Crime levels rising
4.



Thefts from vehicles and burglary
Some crimes have increased in the village in
2018, notably thefts from unlocked vehicles
and burglaries. We covered vehicle thefts in
the October newsletter. The police want to
remind us to lock our cars and to remove
valuables from them.
Until the end of November, there had been
47 burglaries reported to the police. Our
Safer Neighbourhood Team responded in
early December by making burglaries a
priority for the next 3 months. We haven’t
seen annual figures like this since 2011 when
48 burglaries were reported to Herts Police
according to www.police.uk crime mapping
data.
Burglary is often described as a preventable
crime, so what if anything can we do to
reduce this unwelcome upward trend? Here
are a few of our suggestions.
1. Consider fitting an alarm or make sure
yours is working. If that is too expensive then
dummy alarm boxes can act as something of
a deterrent, but don’t rely on them.
2. If you hear an alarm going don’t just
ignore it or think what a nuisance. Burglars
don’t want to confront people but please
don’t put yourself at risk.
3. If you are going away, try and make your
home look occupied with lights on a timer or
the radio tuned to a talk station.

CCTV is increasingly common in and
outside homes. It can provide the police with
evidence of suspicious activity. If the CCTV
is visible it can make criminals give your
home a wide berth.
5. Watch out for people and vehicles that
look odd or out of place. Call the police on
101 or 999. They won’t necessarily be able to
attend but you are NOT wasting their time.
Little bits of information can build into a
bigger picture and have led to arrests.
6.
Burglars often return to homes or
neighbourhoods that they’ve burgled within
the last 6 weeks. If you are a victim or hear of
a burglary near you then please share it. Let
PSNW know as your immediate neighbours
can be alerted, be extra vigilant and take
sensible precautions.
Use social media like the Facebook
Group, Park Street People & Places
to keep your community up to date.

Hair In the Wood
cover all your hair &
beauty requirements
Come and visit Vicci
and her team.
127 Oakwood Road, Bricketwood, St Albans AL2 3QB
Tel: 01923 675001
Opening hours: Monday-Wednesday 9am-5pm,
Thursday-Friday 9am-8pm, Saturday 9am-4pm
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st March - 31st August 2019
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PSRA Events
Practitioners getting
ready for Well-being
Day. At the Village Hall
again this year on the
13th October.

Tommy Smith turning on the
Christmas Lights with help from
How Wood & Park Street School
Choirs and Badje Big Band.

www.psra.org.uk
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How Wood School
H
Mental Health First Aid

How Wood Primary School is extremely proud to be the very first primary school in Hertfordshire to have completed training in Adult Mental Health First Aid (MHFA). Nine members of
the How Wood staff team were trained in MHFA during an intensive two-day course led by
Lucy Hine.
The course involved learning how to spot the early signs of a mental health issue and how to
follow this up with support and guidance. Promoting mental health well-being and de-stigmatising mental health was a key theme that ran throughout the two days.
Ultimately, by looking after their own mental health and well-being they will increase awareness for the children. Lucy Hine explained, “We fit our own oxygen mask before we can help
anyone else.”
Mrs Rowe, Headteacher remarked, “This training will have a positive impact in school both for
adults and for the children. Raising the profile of mental health wellbeing at How Wood School
can only be beneficial.”

HEDGES FARM SHOP

Home produced
Hereford beef & grass fed lamb
Locally sourced pork & poultry
Pampered produce all available here in St Albans!
WWWHEDGESFARMSHOPCOUK s   s HEDGESFARMSHOP GMAILCOM
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st March - 31st August 2019
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Bring Back Our Community Spirit!
Greenwood Park; litter pickers; the village fete;
best kept front garden competition; car boot
sales and for the millennium, a new village
sign. It had only been standing for a week
when a motorist demolished it, leaving his
number plate embedded in the wood. The
police however didn’t pursue the driver and
Parish had to pay for a new sign!
Ian also purchased the present chain of office.
Ian and Sue reminisced about the seven
village pubs and an annual tug of war across
the River Ver near The Red Lion. (Has anyone
any more information about this?)
Another village character was Mr Bragg who
sold insurance from his front room and if you
didn’t have quite enough, he let you pay later.
Ian and Sue have both suffered ill-health
recently, but I wish them well and thank them
for their contribution to Park Street.
Remembrance Day 2018
It is refreshing to talk to a couple who care about
their environment and were instrumental
in making Park Street a great village and, like
me, want to try and re-ignite a community
feeling which they feel is still smouldering
somewhere!
Ian and Sue Getley are St Albans born and
bred. Sue has only moved a mile in her whole
life-from Burston Drive to Wood End then
Park Street Lane, which they remember as a
quiet rural road.
Twenty-five years ago, Ian wanted to
become a councillor and approached the chairman, John Baker, who told him bluntly that he
would block such a move until Ian became a
member of PSRA. His service was invaluable,
and when John stepped down as a councillor
he recommended Ian to succeed him.
What a good move that was! In Ian’s twenty
-two years on the Parish Council he instigated
the Christmas Lights; Remembrance Day
Service; an annual carol concert; CCTV in
www.psra.org.uk
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Burston’s Gardening Tips
should be sown. Although peas and beans can
be planted straight in, it is sometimes best propagating them on first to get them past the ‘slug’
stage.

March
We often get asked ‘what is the best month to?’
and this is always tricky to answer. Mother Nature works purely by temperature and daylight
hours, so timings can vary from one year to the
next. As long as the temperatures follow the
averages for this time of year then it is a good
time to start your lawn treatments. After what is
normally a wetter part of the year, you may find
your lawn could do with a good scarifying and
possible aerating. As soon as it is dry enough it
will require its first cut. Make sure your blade
is raised for the first cut of the year and preferably sharpened. Just remember to leave at least
3 days after cutting before applying any treatments such as Evergreen Complete.

May
Hopefully we are clear of frost now and we can
really steam into summer basket planting. Geraniums have been a fail-safe plant for drought
tolerant aspects and forgetful gardeners, but the
tuberous begonias are making a real come-back.
Not only are they tolerant of shade and drought
but their impressive blooms create the most
dynamic of displays in hanging baskets. The
‘Illumination’ varieties will cascade like a
waterfall whilst the ‘Non-stop’ varieties will give
central height and structure.
Another faultless basket plant is Bacopa. Available in blue and pink I still think the straight
white variety offers the best display. Trailing
down to 30cm+ it can look stunning when
planted alone, giving a floral yet contemporary
display for the more modern home.
Many of our summer plants tend to originate
from climates much warmer than our own, just
like our houseplants. Whether it’s orchids, peace
lily or dracaena they will all enjoy time outside
in the summer just like us. Some may prefer a
shadier aspect than others but they will all enjoy
feeling the summer breeze around them. Citrus
plants will benefit hugely as they can be prone to
red spider mite which hates being outside.

April
As the days start to lengthen and the temperatures warm-up we can really start to get involved
in the garden again.
Many early spring flowering shrubs like Forsythia may be starting to ‘go over’ and now is the
time to prune them. Whilst you have the secateurs out it would be a good idea to give those
evergreen shrubs a little tidy too. Photinia Red
Robin can easily go leggy if not given a good
prune at this time of year.
While we tidy up the shrubs many herbaceous
plants will be getting under way now. For those
heavy flowering varieties such as peony make
sure they have a good support system around
them to keep them upright. Lupins, delphiniums and hollyhocks would also benefit from
support now before they get too tall to deal with.
Annual veg plants like peas, beans and lettuce
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st March - 31st August 2019

June
As we progress through the year our borders are
really starting to fill out now. You may still have
some ‘spent’ tulip bulbs looking a little tatty. My
24
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top tip with all spring bulbs is to plant them in
pots in the ground. This way, when they have
finished flowering they can be lifted easily and
popped round the back of the shed out of sight
and allowed to die-back naturally. Once lifted
give them a general liquid fertiliser as they now
start to store the nutrients for the next season.
Tidy gardening done healthily.
It is not just the bulbs that need feeding. Baskets and containers should be showing plenty of
flower and bud and a fortnightly application of
tomato feed will ensure plenty more flowers to
come.
Tomato plants and many other vegetable plants
should be fed now too. A good organic seaweedbased fertiliser is great for those leafy vegetable
plants like lettuce, spinach and cabbages whilst
peas, beans and fruiting plants will love some of
the tomato fertiliser too.
If you are growing herbs be careful not to let
them go to flower. Flower can make herbs taste
bitter and are best regularly clipped. These can
always be washed and frozen for use later. Many
herbs like rosemary, oregano and thyme make
fantastic wildlife plants supporting our native
pollinators.

Dead heading is an absolute must if your flow
Dead-heading
flowering annuals are to perform to their best. Stopping the plant producing seeds may seem cruel
but it’s to encourage them to flower more. Towards the end of the season annuals like sweet
peas can be left to go to seed so you can harvest
the seeds and sow next year.
Repeat flowering perennials will also want regular dead-heading and again a fortnightly feed
with tomato fertiliser will ensure a long flowering season.
Keep a close eye on your edible crop too. Courgettes can easily become marrows if left for too
long.
Dwarf beans need regular picking as they can
become stringy if left too long. The secret is to
get out amongst it all and start to enjoy the fruits
of your labour.

August
As we enter the holiday and BBQ season there is
a little tidying to do before you go away.
Lavender plants should have their spent flower
heads removed by now and shaped slightly
if needed. All the culinary herbs can be preclipped to stop them flowering while you may
be away.
Evergreen hedges will need another clip too.
Depending on the weather we don’t like to clip
after September, so this ensures at least one
more trim before the end of the year keeping the
hedge busy and dense.
Tomatoes should have been free flowing by now
but some that are nearly ripe may benefit from
being removed and left on the windowsill for a
week to ripen. This way if your neighbour forgets to water your plants at least you’ll return to
some fresh and juicy toms!
Watering could prove a real issue in your absence. If you have a good neighbour, then this is
great news. If not, then it may be worth investing in an irrigation starter kit. For around £60£80 you will get a great value kit that will get you
up and running. The beauty of these kits is that
they can be added to as you need it.

July
The daytime temperatures are really starting to
warm up so be sure not to let any of your containers or baskets dry out. Be ‘water-wise’ and
only give them what they need as over-watering
can not only be as detrimental to plant health
as under-watering but could also have bigger
environmental implications too. Harvested rain
water is not just better for the environment than
tap water but it is also more appreciated by your
plants, especially any acid loving plants such as
rhododendron, azalea and pieris.

Darran Major
www.psra.org.uk
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Abbey Flyer Walks
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BRICKETWOOD PRACTICE
DENTISTRY

NHS
www.psra.org.uk
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Club News
NEWS FROM PARK STREET CAMERA CLUB

digital images are just as acceptable. A jury of six
experienced judges convenes twice a year and
hopeful candidates book in to show them their
work well in advance. Connie had previously
entered but failed by a mere 6 points. This time
she availed herself of the PAGB’s advisory day
system where she could show them her images
and get useful feedback in advance of the formal
presentation. She quickly booked in for another
attempt. Then she found out it was to be at the
town hall in Pontefract, Yorkshire!
The actual judging process lasted all day as there
were so many images to view. Connie found
herself holding her breath each time one of her
ten came up for judging and was convinced that
this slowed down time as it seemed ages before
they announced the scores. She got off to an
excellent start with a max 25 which immediately
allowed a bit of leeway if any others dropped
below 20. As it was only two did. She sailed
through with a total score of 213 – well over the
pass mark. Finally, a four- hour journey home on
the train with the magic CPAGB to go after her
name.

Just before Christmas one of our leading
members, Connie Fitzgerald, was awarded a
CPAGB for her photography. The PAGB being
the prestigious Photographic Alliance of Great
Britain the “C” being a Credit to it. As well as
photographic ability there is also quite a large
amount of good old- fashioned graft required to
become so decorated.

Applicants are required to present ten images.
In Connie’s case she chose prints but projected

BRICKET WOOD SOCIAL CLUB
Oak Avenue, Bricket Wood, AL2 3LQ (CIU MEMBERSHIP)
Ú

Family friendly large secure garden
with play area

Ú

Facilities for disabled ~
ground floor area

Ú

Real Guest Ales ~
competitive bar prices

Ú
Ú

Real Italian Coffee Machine

Ú
Ú
Ú
Ú
Ú

Coverage of TV sports events

Games include snooker, pool, darts
and more
Free WIFI
Live entertainment
Private hall hire with large dance area
Large secure car park with CCTV throughout building

– NEW MEMBERS WELCOME –
Contact the Secretary for info on 01923 672566 or come in and visit us.
Check out our Web site: www.bwsc13@hotmail.co.uk
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st March - 31st August 2019
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Club News
Apprehensive about the techniques required to
make the picture, we choose a background veneer
(American Gum), which produced the effect
required for the sunset sky, background hills and
the calm waters of the loch. All Sylvia had to do
was insert veneers to portray the castle on an
outcrop, a bridge and the reflection of the castle
in the loch. The picture which was finished for her
70th Birthday, is shown on the left.
Sylvia has approached her next challenge with a
lot more confidence having been introduced to the
technique of ‘Letting the grain take the strain’.
Beginners are given one to one tuition to take
them through all the techniques of marquetry over
a 14-week period.
Our group is very fortunate in that we have a large
supply of exotic veneers to select from and the help
and guidance to produce very pleasing pictures.
If you are interested in joining the next beginner’s
class, contact Corrinne Barnaby on 07561 111278.
We meet at Greenwood Park Community Centre,
Chiswell Green from 7pm to 9pm on Wednesdays.

ST. ALBANS MARQUETRY GROUP

One of our new members, Sylvia, desperately
wished to do marquetry but was sure in her own
mind that she did not possess the skills required.
Her cutting was good and she produced a fine leaf
coaster. Even this did not instil the confidence
to take on a detailed beginner’s picture, but a
photograph of Eilean Donan Castle, which is a
sentimental place for Sylvia and her husband
provided the perfect stimulus.

www.ststephensgardeningclub.co.uk
Do you know about your local gardening club?
Membership £3 pa

ST STEPHENS GARDENING CLUB

For your garden needs (compost, fertilisers, seeds, plants, sundries, bird food etc at competitive prices)
the Trading Hut in Drop Lane, Bricket Wood is open every Saturday 2-4pm from February to October.
The Annual Show in September is the highlight of the year where members display home grown
produce. There are additional open categories for non-members such as photography, floral art and
home produce (cakes, jams, pickles and handicrafts).
Garden Holiday
15th to 19th July Garden Tour - Gardens of South Wales, staying in 3 Star
Best Western hotel and visiting Cardiff Castle and gardens.
£450 pp based on 2 people sharing double/twin room.
Limited spaces available. Contact Graham Wilson
Outings in 2019 – prices for non-members
14th May
Leonardslee Gardens, Sussex
£28
25th June
Beth Chatto and Green Island Gardens, Essex £34
2nd August
BBC Countryfile Live, Blenheim Palace, Oxon £40
Information on 2019 talks (held at The Parish Centre, Bricket Wood) will be in the next Newsletter.
For information on Membership, talks, visits and the Annual Show contact:
Graham Wilson 01727 872718
www.psra.org.uk
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Bricket Wood Art Club
The Art Club meets on Monday evenings at St Luke’s Church Hall. Please note change of times,
7.30pm to 9.30pm. On 25th February the club will be holding a Table Top Sale. Members may bring
items for sale, preferably art materials.
Our Spring Exhibition will be held in the Radlett Centre from Friday March 1st until Saturday 30th
March.
The AGM will be held on Monday, March 11th.
On April 1st the club will be holding its first Watercolour demonstration of the year with Joanne
Stone. Visitors are most welcome.
Our second demonstration, May 20th will be “Pastels” with Joel Wareing.
Visitors are welcome to attend the demonstration and working evenings.
The Art Club is expecting to take part in the Art Festival & Fete at Greenwood Park on 1st and 2nd
June, with displays of the clubs’ paintings and crafts.
If you would like to find out more about the art club, contact Peter Dawson, Chairman on 01727
874378 or simply call into the club on Monday evenings when you will be made very welcome.

SPECIALIST IN DRIVER SUPPLY AND COURIER SERVICES
DRIVER SUPPLY DIVISION: 01727 859966
COURIER SERVICE DIVISION: 07885 031368

Established 24 years
WE OFFER: COURIER SERVICES AND DRIVER SUPPLY
BIG VANS / SMALL VANS
ANY DELIVERIES / COLLECTIONS
18 T OR 7.5 T LORRIES
TWO MAN CREWS
REMOVALS / EUROPEAN SERVICE
DRIVERS / DRIVERS MATES

Call Dave or Dion on 01727 859966 / 07711 956620 24 HOUR
Are you looking for a professional, reliable and
tidy decorator, with high attention to detail?

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE, COMPETITIVE
QUOTE
Tel: 07590 376 260

PA I N T E R & D E C O R AT O R
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st March - 31st August 2019
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The Bricket Wood Station Project
to be undertaken and employ a local architect to
prepare plans and drawings of the building, along
with its platform canopy, to make it a community
space to include a tearoom and Heritage/Archive
centre - the pictures show how the refurbished
station might look, although not sure we can get
the bricks back to such good condition!
Following a considerable amount of work the
‘Bricket Wood Station Heritage Trust’ was
established in April 2017, before becoming a
Charitable Incorporated Organisation later the
same year.

In November 2015 several local organisations
including our Parish Council, Bricket Wood
Residents’ Association, Abbey Flyer Users Group,
The Bricket Wood Society, Community Rail
Partnership, Network Rail and London Midland
came together to consider the possibility of
restoring the Edwardian station building at
Bricket Wood. It is the only surviving steam age
building on the Abbey Line but has been closed
to the public since the 1960s.
A joint group, which also included individual
residents, agreed that the building should be
restored to its original external condition and
that the local community should be involved
in making it an attraction for the benefit of
everyone.
With the help of the organisations mentioned,
plus The Community Rail Development
Fund, “Railfuture” and Park Street Residents
Association, some £11,000 of initial funding was
raised, which enabled an assessment (Phase 1)

The Trust now has the support of ‘The BRE
Trust’ and Travis Perkins, as well as London
Northwestern Railway (the new train operator)
If you would like to support us, please check out
the Trust’s website www.bricketwoodstationtrust.
org.uk
Laurie Hart

Abbey Line Community Rail Partnership’s Christmas Event 2018
The Abbey Line Community Rail Partnership was established in June 2005 and brings together several
partner organisations with the purpose of increasing usage of the line. It also aims to enhance station
environments to make them a more pleasant place and to give the local community the opportunity to
become more involved in their local railway line.
Through the delivery of improvements to the line, this enables the railway to play a greater part in
contributing to the benefits brought by local economic development. Ultimately one of our aims is to
bring environmental benefit through increased usage of the line and reduction in car use.
Hundreds of excited children and families were delighted to meet Santa on Saturday 9th December.
Platforms were busy at St Albans Abbey through to Watford Junction stations as guests boarded the
specially decorated trains to the special Grotto at the Parish Centre.
The event was held by the award-winning Abbey Line Community Rail Partnership which works to
promote and support the rail line from St Albans to Watford.
We have volunteering opportunities for Event Assistants, Project Assistants and more.
To find out about joining Friends of The Abbey Line Group please visit: www.abbeyline.org.uk
www.psra.org.uk
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marchortonelectrical
Domestic & Commercial Installer
No job too small

COMPETITIVE RATES AND
FREE QUOTES FROM A TRUSTED
LOCAL PROFESSIONAL ELECTRICIAN
Tel: 07813 772946
Email: marchorton77@gmail.com
www.marchortonelectrical.co.uk

11 Park Place, Park Street, St Albans,
Hertfordshire, AL2 2RQ
*UDFH0XULHO+RXVHResidential care for older people
in a place that you can call home. 24 hour personalised care,
by professional, friendly, dedicated staff.

Rated ‘OUTSTANDING’ by the CQC

Call us on 01727 863327




email post@abbeyfieldstalbans.co.uk

The Abbeyfield St Albans Society Ltd
Charity 211934

www.abbeyfieldstalbans.co.uk

www.psra.org.uk
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Explore
And discover the wonders of our world, your
way...
You travel for discovery and new experiences in
uncharted lands, whether rail adventures or jungle
hikes. We understand. At Travel Counsellors we’re
all about fulfilling dreams. So to explore the world
in style – with a uniquely personal service – get in
touch today.
Travel, tailor-made for you, with care.

Sandra Constable
Travel Counsellor
01727 236190
sandra.constable@travelcounsellors.com
www.travelcounsellors.com/sandra.constable

PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st March - 31st August 2019
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Park Street Noticeboard

Finger Tips and Toes Beauty Room
The perfect solution for beautiful nails is Bio Sculpture Gel

Call Loraine on 01727 768559 or mobile 07796 268782

City & Guilds NVQ 3
& IHBC Diplomas

for treatments in a warm, relaxed and friendly atmosphere
✔ Manicure & Pedicures ✔ Gel Overlays & Extensions ✔ Hopi Ear Candles
✔ Hair Removal Using Warm/Cream Wax ✔ 3D Eye Lash Extensions
✔ Hot Stone & Aromatherapy Massage ✔ Swedish Massage
✔ Contour Body Wrapping ✔ Facials ✔ Gift Vouchers Available

Park Street Based Open: Weekdays, Evenings and Weekends.

P

ark Street
lumbing & Heating Supplies
We can make your house warm and your
bathroom beautiful! Most leading brands
available at good competitive prices.
We have over 20 years experience to advise
you in anyway possible.
So please pop in or just give us a call. We’ll
be more than happy to help.
Just ask for Dave or Mark.
We are a well established Family Business
We pride ourselves with our
personal service and customer care

Park Street Plumbing & Heating Supplies
Park Street, St Albans
Hertfordshire, AL2 2PX
Tel. 01727 872 371 Fax. 01727 875 268
Email: sales@psphs.co.uk www.psphs.co.uk
www.psra.org.uk
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Weekly swimming lessons
for everyone aged 3 and over
all abilities welcome
Sandringham School

The Marlborough Science Academy

Sundays 9am-11am
Free
trial
available

WEEKS
INTENSIVE EASTER
SPLASH COURSE

Costs from
£88 a term

8th April 2019
The Marlborough
Science Academy

Tuesdays 3.55pm-4.55pm
Wednesdays 4.30pm-6pm
Thursdays 4pm-6pm
Fridays 4.15pm-6.15pm
and Sundays 12pm-1pm

Call Lauren on 07852982753
www.watersplashswimschool.co.uk
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st March - 31st August 2019
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Friendly personal service for all
your taxation & accounting needs
U Take the pain out of
Self Assessment
U Minimise your taxes
U New business advice
U Accounts & business taxation
U Free initial meeting
U Easy parking
U We’ll visit you
   5 I F  . B O T J P O  t  # 3 &  t  # V D L O B M M T  - B O F
8BU GPSEt)FS U GPSE TIJSFt8 %9 9

Call Richard Pearson

PROFESSIONAL CLEANING AND
PROTECTION OF CARPETS, RUGS,
UPHOLSTERY, CURTAINS, AND LEATHER
THE FURNISHING
CARE SPECIALISTS
FROM GUARDSMAN
Recommended by leading furnishing manufacturers & retailers
Spot stain and odour removal a speciality
Various most up to date methods available
Carpet patching and re tufting
Flame retarding
Domestic and commercial work undertaken
All work fully insured and guaranteed
Free estimates and advice given
Fully trained and uniformed staff. Established since 1969.

CALL FREE 0808 1440180
www.psra.org.uk
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@ The Red Cow, 107 Radlett Road, Frogmore
Herts, AL2 2LA. Tel: 01727 874700
E-mail: info@halianvet.co.uk Web: www. halianvet.co.uk

Are you looking for a party venue??
Or for a Long Term Booking
Lots of space? Use of Kitchen? An outdoor area?
Then look no further Holy Trinity Parish Centre, St Albans is for Hire!
Call Sarah on 07773911902 for availability and prices.
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st March - 31st August 2019
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Jemnihat@gmail.com

Roger Marks Building Services
Local, Friendly, Reliable
All work undertaken
Extensions
Plastering

Garden Walls

Block Paving

Free Estimates and References given
Tel: 07984 424797 or 01923 674800
www.psra.org.uk
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Park Street Noticeboard

March 2019
to September 2019

Details are correct, to the best of our knowledge, at press time. Please notify suzicb@btinternet.com of any changes or if any membership subscriptions, advanced
booking or entrance fees apply. If you wish to attend an event, please check in advance with the organiser.

GROUPS & EVENTS
1ST PARK STREET SCOUT GROUP
Beavers: 6–8 years Thursdays and Fridays
Cubs: 8–10 years Mondays and Tuesdays
Scouts: 10–14 years Thursdays
www.parkstreetscouts.co.uk
 ǯ ȍ Ȏ
www.abfly.org.uk
ALBAN LACEMAKERS
Meets Fridays at Marshalwick Community
Centre.
» Margaret Pankhurst 01582 832817
www.albanlacemakers.org.uk
ALPINE GARDEN SOCIETY HERTFORDSHIRE
GROUP
Meets 3pm, 4th Saturdays United Reformed
Church, St Albans
» Bernard Gane: (01582) 761416;
secretary@hertsags.co.uk
BADMINTON CLUB
Meets 7.30-9.00pm Wednesdays, Greenwood Park
Friendly Non-league Club, no beginners
» James: 852729
BRICKET WOOD ART CLUB
Please see page 29
BURYDELL LANE ALLOTMENT
ASSOCIATION
» Pat Solomons: (01923) 671277;
jpatbricketwood@sky.com
CHAIR YOGA
Friday 11 -12 Park Street Village Hall
» Stacey Landau :07563 577666
CHISWELL GREEN UNIVERSITY OF THE
  ȍ͵Ȏ
Meet 10am first Thursday of the month,
Greenwood Park Community Centre.
» Martin Melzack: (812670);
http://u3asites.org.uk/chiswell-green
EARTHWORKS ST ALBANS
Sells produce by trainees on work-experience/all
abilities. 9.30am–3.00pm, Monday to Friday
t)JYCFSSZ-BOF 4U"MCBOT
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st March - 31st August 2019

FELLAS FITNESS
Exercise group for men ages 50+ (£3.50),
8.30–9.30am, Tuesdays
t(SFFOXPPE1BSL$PNNVOJUZ$FOUSF
» Joe Capon: (01707) 281004
FROGMORE CRICKET CLUB
New members welcome, adults, junior boys and girls

» Tony Albon (873367)
GIRLGUIDING ST ALBANS SOUTH DISTRICT
PARK STREET
Rainbows 5-7 years – Thursdays
Brownies 7–10 years – Thursdays
Guides 10–14 years – Tuesdays
The Senior Section 14–25 years – Tuesdays
bi-weekly
District Commissioner
Roselle Ambrose 0774 2781699
GREENWOOD PARK CRICKET CLUB
League cricket Saturdays, friendlies Sundays
» www.greenwoodpark.play-cricket.com
HANDLEY PAGE ASSOCIATION
» Chris Scivyer: (873491);
cscivyer@btinternet.com
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, FROGMORE
» Rev. Dr. Nick Weir Tel: 897974 or
email office@hotfrog.info
HOW WOOD PRIMARY & NURSERY SCHOOL
t4QPPOFST%SJWF5FM
admin@howwood.herts.sch.uk;
HOW WOOD WOODLAND PROJECT
Meets 10am–noon, 3rd Saturdays
» Chris (873819); Pam (872020)
   ȍixed ability)
Meets Mondays 1.15pm-2.45pm (£4.50) Sports
Hall, Greenwood Park Community Centre,
Tippendell Lane.
» Contact 01707 274480 or
email val.hanby@btopenworld.com
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LOCOMOTIVE CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN
Meets 7.30pm 2nd Thursdays September through
May
t6OJUFE3FGPSNFE$IVSDI 8BUGPSE3PBE
» Murray Eckett (01442 521540);
murray@mustang100.plus.com

PARK STREET & ST STEPHENS CHILDREN’S
CENTRE
Support and Activities for families with children
under 5.
» Jeanette White: (01923 673698); hertsmerechildren.co.uk/childrenscentres/parkstreet.php

MOLES VOLLEYBALL CLUB
Meets Wednesdays 9-10pm, Greenwood Park
Community Centre.
» Call – David Amesbury (07799 832536)

PARKWOOD WOMEN’S CLUB
Meets 8pm Wednesdays.
t3PTFXPPE$PVSU (SPWFMBOET
» Sue Davis (872806)

PARK STREET VILLAGE HALL – £8-15 p/h
Bookings: » 07500 933235 ;
psvhal22px@virginmedia.com

ST ALBANS & DISTRICT MODEL
ENGINEERING SOCIETY
Meets 7.30-10pm Wednesdays at Christchurch
Centre, High Oaks Road, St Albans.
» chairman@stalbansmes.com

PARK STREET BAPTIST CHURCH
t1FOO3PBE
» Liz Prince (768299); psbc-lizprince@live.co.uk

ST ALBANS DISTRICT CENTRE FOR
VOLUNTARY SERVICE
» 852657; enquiries@cvsstalbans.org.uk;

PARK STREET CĔċE PRIMARY SCHOOL
& NURSERY
t#SBODI3PBE
» (872158); admin@parkstreet.herts.sch.uk

ST ALBANS CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
t1BSL4USFFU4U4UFQIFOT$IJMESFO$FOUSF 
Mount Pleasant Lane
» 08444 111444

PARK STREET CAMERA CLUB
» Dave Hipperson
davehip@btinternet.com

ST ALBANS & DISTRICT CATS PROTECTION
» 0845 371 2064

PARK STREET & FROGMORE SOCIETY
Meets six times a year at Park Street Village Hall
» Jacquie Banfield-Taylor (07792 588892)
psfsarchive@btinternet.com

ST ALBANS FARMERS MARKET
8am–2pm, second Sundays
t4U1FUFST4USFFU 4U"MCBOT
» 98367819; markets@stalbans.gov.uk

PARK STREET NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
» psnhw@yahoo.co.uk

ST ALBANS FRIENDS OF THE EARTH
Meets monthly » stalbansfoe@hotmail.com

 ȍitterȎ
Meet 10am
Park Street Recreation Ground Car Park.
» Patricia Pryce (873181);
park_street_pickers@yahoo.co.uk;

ST ALBANS GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME
(830713); admin@sagns.org;
ST ALBANS GREEN BELT ASSOCIATION
Campaigns against inappropriate development »
Penny Jones (823188); pmjones@alpen.gmail.com

PARK STREET RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
– see page 44

ST ALBANS MARQUETRY GROUP
– see page 27.

PARK STREET VILLAGE YOUTH FC
Various age groups (7v7, 9v9, 11v11 a-side
football in the West Herts Youth League.)
» Nick Lincoln (07714 767064);
nicklincoln@virginmedia.com
www.parkstreetfc.uk
www.psra.org.uk

ST STEPHEN PARISH COUNCIL
7.30pm third Thursdays. Parish Office open
9am–5pm. » 01923 681443
ST STEPHEN’S GARDENING CLUB– see page29
» Graham Wilson – 01727 872718
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t )
 FSUGPSETIJSF)JHIXBZT GBVMUT 
(01438) 737320
t )FSUT)FMQ

VER VALLEY SOCIETY
» John Fisher (01582 792843); www.riverver.co.uk
 ȃ  
Meet second Wednesdays (not August)
7.30-10pm, United Reformed Church Hall,
West Riding, Bricket Wood.
» Caroline Ellis; bricketwoodwi@gmail.com

ST ALBANS CITY & DISTRICT COUNCIL
t XXXTUBMCBOTHPWVL
t "OJNBMOVJTBODF 
t -JUUFSBOETUSFFUDMFBOJOH 
t /PJTFOVJTBODF 
t 1FTUDPOUSPM 
t 1MBOOJOHFORVJSJFT 
t 7FIJDMFT BCBOEPOFE  

GENERAL YOGA
Wednesdays 19:00 -20:00 & Fridays 9:30-10:30
Park Street Village Hall
» Stacey Landau :07563 577666

PARK STREET DISTRICT COUNCILLORS:
t $MMS+PDL8SJHIU $POTFSWBUJWF
t $MMS4UFMMB/BTI $POTFSWBUJWF
t $MMS%BWJE:BUFT -JCFSBM%FNPDSBU

LOCAL SERVICES &
FACILITIES

ST STEPHEN PARISH COUNCIL
t 5IF1BSJTI$FOUSF 4UBUJPO3PBE #SJDLFU8PPE
t (SFFOXPPE1BSL$PNNVOJUZ$FOUSF 
Tippendell Lane
t #PPLJOHPGCPUIBCPWF 
bookings@ststephenparishcouncil.gov.uk
t $MFSLUPUIF1BSJTI$PVODJM
clerk@ststephenparishcouncil.gov.uk
01923 681443 / ststephenparishcouncil.gov.uk
t (SPVOECPPLJOHTGPSUIFGPPUCBMMBOEDSJDLFU
on Parish grounds in Park Street, Greenwood
Park and the Parish Centre – grounds@
ststephenparishcouncil.gov.uk

BOING
t /POFNFSHFODZ OPODSJNFIFMQMJOF
0800 587 0548
CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY
t 'MPPEMJOF
t 1PMMVUJPO)PUMJOF
HERTFORDSHIRE POLICE
t &NFSHFODZt/POFNFSHFODZ
PCSO 6336 Louise Traxon
(Louise.Traxon2@herts.pnn.police.uk)

PARK STREET PARISH COUNCILLORS
t $MMS%PSPUIZ,FSSZ $IBJS  
t $MMS%BWJE1BSSZ 
t $MMS#JMM1SZDF 
t $MMS/JDIPMBT5ZOEBMF 7JDF$IBJS 
t $MMS&JMFFO8IJUUBLFS  
Council meetings third Thursday at 19.30 at
St Stephen Parish Centre.

RADIO VERULAM 92.6FM
t  XXXSBEJPWFSVMBNDPN
THREE VALLEYS WATER LEAKSPOTTERS
t 
VER VALLEY SOCIETY
t +BOF(BSEJOFS 3JWFS#BJMJGGT0GGJDFS 

GOVERNMENT
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
t "OOF.BJO $POTFSWBUJWF  
HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
t  XXXIFSUTEJSFDUPSH
t $MMS4VF'FBUIFSTUPOF $POTFSWBUJWF
(01923) 676535
t )FSUGPSETIJSF"SDIJWFT-PDBM4UVEJFT
0300 123 4049
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Is your news here?
re?
To include your local organisation news, photos
pho
hottos
and information in this newsletter please eemail
maill
the editor:
info@psra.org.uk
For website inclusion c.c. to
graham.17.smith@gmail.com
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Park Street Matters
Park Street Garden Village
The Local Plan currently being developed
by St Albans and District has been produced
working across political
parties with extensive
consultation amongst
residents. It will shape
how development
happens in St Albans
and District, with plans
for 14,500 new homes,
new jobs in new business and commercial
space and a wide range
of infrastructure improvements including 3 new secondary schools, 13 new primary schools, GPs surgeries, nursing homes and
a wide range of infrastructure improvements to roads.
The Park Street Garden Village has been proposed by the County Council. This Garden Village will consist
of approximately 2,300 dwellings, 600 of which will be delivered after 2036. The homes will be predominantly small two and three bedroom homes and 40% of the homes will be affordable. There will be a substantial new Country Park on the site. A new 8 form of entry secondary school will be built, along with two
new primary schools (one three form of entry and one two form of entry). There will be significant
upgrades to local transport facilities including a new park and ride facility on the Abbey Railway Line with
trains running every 15 -20 minutes, a local bypass route for Park Street and improvements to the A414 as a
strategic route for the wider area. Importantly, the site will also have retail facilities and a 50+ bed nursing
home as well as a Flexi care scheme providing care for the elderly.
The next stage for the Local Plan is the Inspection in Public, and the Plan will be sent to the Planning Inspector late March/early April 2019. The Garden Village will be one of the last Local Plan sites to be developed,
with the first few homes built in 2026/7, and homes then being made available up to the 2040s.

Parking Please Respect The Space!
The more cars we have in the roads the more parking spaces we require. It’s a natural instinct to take a space
when it is there ready for you to drive into, but can we please ensure that these spaces have not been allocated to our disabled users and parent or grandparent child spaces. Anti-Social Parking, blocking drives and
parking on verges is also an issue. Many of our residents require these spaces as allocated.
FYI we have a parking HELPLINE you can call regarding any parking problems e.g. Disabled space blocked
- 01727 845283
If you have any issues with car parking long term don’t hesitate to contact me as I sit on “The Car Park Working Party” for St Albans District Council, also Planning South and Scrutiny for Business and Commercial
I hope to keep you updated regularly on Matters in Park Street
Cllr Stella Nash
Park Street and Bricket Wood East Ward
www.psra.org.uk
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Your PSRA Committee
www.psra.org.uk
DISCLAIMER: Neither the PSRA Committee nor
the PSRA Newsletter Editors accept any responsibility
for the content of the advertisements within or the
views expressed by contributors. PSRA is a nonpolitical organisation; any opinions expressed in this
publication should not be deemed to associate the
PSRA with, or stand against, any political party.
Every effort is made to achieve accuracy in what is
reported.
Inclusion in the Park Street Noticeboard is free of
charge, and dependent upon timely, accurate copy
and editorial space.
If you would like to submit a photo or an article, or
you have an idea for the next issue of the Newsletter
please call/write to/email the Editors. The deadline for
receipt of information is st August 2018. Submission
does not guarantee inclusion.
The Newsletter is paid for by advertising and monies
raised through fundraising activities including
membership subs. Donations always very welcome –
please send to the Treasurer, Lucille

COMMITTEE OFFICERS:
Acting Chair: Dee Youngs –
1 Magnolia Close (07956 852212)
chairman@psra.org.uk
Deputy Chairman: 1V`4LUKLSZVOU 4HWSLÄLSK
(530082) info@psra.org.uk
Treasurer: Lucille Hurley, 62 Ringway Road (752663)
treasurer@psra.org.uk
Editor: 1V`4LUKLSZVOU 4HWSLÄLSK¶
Advertising/Newsletter.
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Jon Breen, 40 Park Street Lane (875987)
+LUUPZ*V^LU4H`ÅV^LY9VHK
Pam Miller, 33 Spooners Drive (872020)
:PTVUL9VIHJR4H`ÅV^LY9VHK  
Graham Smith, 35 Avian Ave (610634)
Barbara Vernon, 2 Mill Cottages, Burydell Lane
(872092)
Laurie Kanka, 34 Dell Rise (751745)
Honorary President: Sandra Constable
3 Birchwood Way (768127)

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
We run “Strong Roots Forest Schools” and were
interested in establishing a school in Dudley Wood.
It was gifted to the families of London Colney Parish
many years ago by a resident of Colney Health. It’s
an area within Bluebell Wood, at the top of White
Horse lane, London Colney, right next to the A414.
0[^HZVYPNPUHSS`HNYPJ\S[\YLSHUKHMHYTLY»ZÄLSK
However, a poorly planned wood was planted there
in the late 1980’s.
There is a Covenant on the land, but it has not been
adhered to. London Colney Parish Council are in
breach of the Covenant by securing the land with
barbed wire and intentionally making it look like
a private wood, with no access points (although
wanderers have made paths in over the years,
which is how we stumbled upon it) and the entrance
gate (wide enough for a car) was, until we pointed
it out, buried under decades of plant life and not
visible. It belongs to the community, who do not
know it exists!
Can anyone shed light on this plot?
Suzanne Langridge-Strong Roots Forest School

Dear Madam,
Previous residents have written about parking,
reversing onto the highway and speeding.
All these items are a problem in our area, as regards
to speeding along Park Street Lane, How Wood /
Penn Road and Tippendell Lane. This borders on
the reckless and action should be taken to reduce
this problem.
As regards reversing onto the highway, it beggars
belief that many residents with ample driveways still
insist on backing out. Those residents who shop
at How Wood back out from the shops, with no
chance of seeing who is coming and on a bus route
too.
:[PSS^LHSSV^ZLSÄZOKYP]LYZ[VWHYRVU[OLWH]LTLU[
without any due regard for mothers with prams or
wheel chair users. Time to change the local Bye
Laws?
Brian Pilbro
46 Hazel Road
AL2 2A
What do you think?
Please let me know-info@psra.org.uk
PSRA NEWSLETTER, 1st March - 31st August 2019
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Your Local Office is our:
BRICKET WOOD VILLAGE OFFICE

The Olde Bakery, Lye Lane
Bricket Wood, St. Albans, Herts.
AL2 3TL – 01923 893372
£100 Discount Offer on
GOLDEN CHARTER PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
(on production of this advert)



204 WATFORD ROAD
CHISWELL GREEN
ST. ALBANS
(Easy parking)

Phone: 01727 857395
Web: www.hire-one.co.uk
Email: mick@hire-one.com

Your local independent
mortgage brokers
Contact David Prince on 01727 758490
for experienced, helpful, free advice
no broker fees charged
Independent, whole of market advice
every type of mortgage arranged

Authorised and regulated by
The Financial Services Authority
Please note your home may be repossessed if you
do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.

home visits available

The Mortgage Bureau Ltd
Tel: 01727 758490 or 07789 755394
www.themortgagebureau.org
email: david@tmbmortgages.co.uk
FSA reg 301329

TELEPHONE

01727 758490

Issue 135 – Edited by Joy Mendelsohn
Designed and printed by Caprin Limited, Unit 2, Park Industrial Estate, Frogmore AL2 2DR
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